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Class 9 - Englich - Kaveri - Unit 1 (prose) o

Chapter | Ao | o

F’ ’ L ’ ! ”’ s l !’ ! Yatre

_R 'Y or Ipnmimg there is no age he

C Kaveri is q .CB -

B Chapter map (k = most important for the exam)

— every Wednesday, Karmaveera

S How | Taught My Gran@ S

Determination Y % % Respect for a teacher s %
alphabet by Saraswati Puja

“helpless ... not independent” —

B Kashi Yatre read aloud % [ Avva in fears Y % %

Avva touches the narrator's feet

purple = D-neading  black = explanation

purp

worker. This frue story from her childhood in north Karnataka shows le Kalam" = aline quoted from the text

tehdall
G TTanKa:

how she, at twelve, became the first teacher of her sixty-two-year-
* Exam tip: The 2026-2% Class 9 paper tests literature

through a 5-mark extract, 2-mark answers (40-50 words) and

what s "’s’de 5-mark answers (120-150 words) on theme, character and
———— ——1-ConceptTotes story fmbrief, themes, characters. key times t(p— "beyond the text" questions. Learn Avva's character, the reason ———

2-4) for her tears and the ending.

2. NCERT (Kaveri) exercises, fully solved (p. 5-1) Theme i line: education aives i - .

3. Important exam questions, fully solved: extracts, 2-mark and is never too Late to learn.
—S=murkanswers inthe 2026=2% patterm{p-8=%)
4. Quick-reference sheet, 3 extract sets: practice A-G, 20 MCQs

6 A-R, answers, summary
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Il The story in brief %%

wjwy

0y . [y

n [y n

o When Karmaveera came 1n The narrator s absence, Avva

was poor: the morning paper came in the afternoon. the

understand. She was too embarrassed to ask anyone

weekly magazine a day late. Everyone waited eagerly for

else and felt "very dependent and helpless. We

the bus.

are well-off, but what use is money when |

e Triveni, a popular Kannada wrifer, wrofe easy,

cannot be independent?”

She decided o tearn the Kannada alphabet from the

a Neccara ~
Q 0 Grao

deadline to read a novel on her own

e Init, an old lady longs to qo to Kashi, but gives all her

The narrator laughed childishly: grey hair, wrinkled

savings for the wedding of a poor orphan girl: "The

hands, spectacles, kitchen work. Avva only smiled: "For

happiness of this orphan girl is more important

a good cause if you are determined, you can

than worshipping Lord Vishweshwara at Kashi.”

overcome any obstacle... For learning there is

e |he nGerTOT'S grqndmo‘rher, Krishtakka, had never

narrator read her the next epiqode Avva listened with

mo-age bar."

gone-to-schoob-and-coutd-not-read-—Every Wednesday-the D. The teacher hovnoured

the greatest concentration, could repeat it by heart,

e Avva was a wonderful student: she read, repeated, wrote

and identified herself with the protagonist (she too had

and recited, and did amazing amounts ot homework. The

never gone fo Kashi). She then discussed it with friends

L
narrator-was-her-onty-teacher-Avvawas-her-first—————

student (The narrator later became a teacher of

at the femple courtyard:

Computer Science.)

B. Tears on the narrator's return

At Dassara, the narrator secretly bought Kashi Yatre

e The narrator went to a wedding in a neighbouring village

(now a novel). Avva gave her frock material and then

fora coupLe of days but s‘l'ayed a week. On her refurn

e That night, on the open ferrace under a full moon, Avva

told her Life story: she lost her mother young; her

Fouched her Teet: "T-am touching the feet of a

The narrator returned the namaskara and gave her 9iﬂ'

Avva at once read the title and the publisher's name:

father remarried; girls were not educated then; she

"my student had passed with flying colours."

married young and was always busy. She had often

7—re'greﬁed‘no‘|’gwrrg‘|’0‘sz, hoot, soshe mode sure her

G T o

children-and grandchildren studied.

| "Avva" = mother, in the Kannada of north Karnataka.

— the writing, over a few months up to Dassara. Narrator: first person, the author as a twelve-year-old girl, looking back as an adult.

B Setting and narration. Place: a village in north Karnataka (and a neighbouring village for the wedding). Time: about forty years before
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1.2 Themes, title and characters % g

—Thewes

1. Literacy and lndependence. Avva is well-oTr, yeT Teels

2. No age bar for learning. At sixty-two she learns the

alphabet in a few months; determination matters more

than age.

3. Determination and hard work. She setfs a deadline

(saraswattPuia)—works *harder-Hham anvbodr™and

Sl lI'I'DDAC

4, Rgs[xgt for teachers. Avva touches her grgnddgggh’rer's

feet, honouring the teacher "irrespecﬁve of the gender

and age’.

5. Bond between generations. Love between grandmother

and granddaughter furns info a feacher-student
latianchin

re
T GbullUllJlllrl.

A‘! ' I Io g .l I II

qirls education was not thought essential; the story

shows what that cost her.

1. Story within a story. In Kashi Yatre, an old woman gives

up her dream for an orphun's happmess; Avva oo has

"nilarimaage”
™3 J

Siamif P thetit]
——————Thetitte-stutes-the-event-exacttyragranddaughterfeaches—

elder) makes it unusual and cq+chy, and it points to the
theme that learning has no age bar.

) )
cwnaracters

Krishtakka (Awa), the grandmother
Si'rong-wiu.ed (she never cried even in the most difficult
situations), eager and attentive (listened "with the

greatest concentration”, could repeat the fext by —
heart), sensitive and self-respecting (too embarrassed

fo ask others; wanted independence), determined and
hard-working (set a deadline, did “amazing” homework),
humble and wise (fouched her teacher's feet, quoted the
scriptures). She values education: she made sure her

children and grandchildren studied. —

The narrator (Sudha Murty as a girl)

Loving and caring ("I loved her immensely"; held her
hand), childish at first (she laughed at Avva's wish),

then a patient, affectionate teacher. She is thoughtful:  ———
she secretly buys Kashi Yafre as a gift. She learns the | —

lesson of determination and respect, and later becomes
a teacher herself.

Triveni —

A popular Kannada writer whose easy, convincing —

stories dealt with the psychological problems of
ordinary people; she died young.

% Exam tip: For a character skefch, give 3-4 qualities, each ———

with a proof from the text: “determined: T will keep Saraswati
Puja day ... as the deadline™.
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1.3 Key lines explained, words and devices %% ’W”
— [ tines to kmow Words and-expressions
—"“The happiness of this orphan girl 1S more Important word meaning in the story —
ardent keen, passionate (her "ardent desire fo go to
of the novel puts human kindness above personal religious merit; it Kashi")
explains why Avva admired her.
punya religious merit gained by good deeds -

She identified herselt with the novel's protagonist.” Avva,

protagonist | the main character

about her. episode a part of a story fold in instalments

"Many times | rubbed my hands over the pages wishing savouring enjoying to the fullest

they could understand what was written.” A touchingimage |, sely | extremely

oftertetptessmessrshecantouch-the words butnotread-them——— —
taken aback

surprised by something unexpected

be independent ?" Money cannot buy independence; education can. by heart from memory

"For a good cause if you are determined, you can flying great success (idiom)

colours _

overcome any obstacle.” The central message of the story.
namaskara a respectful greeting with folded hands I

“T"was her only teacher and she was my Hrst student. A

"I am touching the feet of a teacher, not m .
granddaughter.." Respect is due to the role of teacher, not to age. . .

«imy student had passed with flying colours.” Ava reads o Reversal of roles: the child teaches the elder; the elder fouches

the Tifle and publisher at once: she has succeeded brilliantly. +the child's feet.

& idiom:  passed with ftying cotours ; binomiat: mide and ek -

o Past perfect for the earlier action: "Kashl Yatre. which had

published as a novel by that time".

-
X Don't do this: Ava was sixty-two, the narrator fwelve.

The magazine was Karmaveera; the novel Kashi Yatre by

kTriver\i; the deadline Saraswati Puja day during Dassara.
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NCERT exercises, fully solved

R — T

Llhy is it important +o learn how to read and write? (word web) 0o)
Y r o7 TU4isSC

Ans. To be independent and not depend on others - o read

letters, newspapers, signboards and forms - fo get jobs and )
3. True. 4. True. 5. True. 6. False: she was delighted; Avva

| | enjoy stories and books - o use mobile phones and digital
J

handle money and bank work safely - fo Know one s Tights - 1o ] . .
passed with flying colours".

services - fo help one’s children study - to gain self-respectand  Critical Reflection: extracts

fidence.
contidence Extract 1 ("When | came back to my village..."”)

Il. (Discuss) angques of 9randpqren1‘5; how +hey spend time; a Ans. (I) A. s‘l’rong-wiu.ed. (ii) emotional: she was too upse+ to

b I speak. (iii) Calling her grandmother "Avva" (the Kannada of
watching you do. TR N T e T

e e e e on a summer night. (iv) "It was a summer night and there was a

full moon. Avva came and sat next to me. Her affectionate hands

spend their fime gardening, praying and watching the news; I

il AR AL I A i vy A AR e Touched my forehead. (V) C.the grandmoTner's regret over her
memory is qrandfather teaching me to fly a kite. They cannot _— Lo
yisg 9 Y Y _lack of education (it comes later, not in this extract)

use a smartphone easily, but enjoy watching me make video calls . .
Extract 2 ("l have decided | want fo learn..")

—foour retatives for them.
Ans. (i) B. She desires self-sufficiency. (i) age Limit. i) she

) fgntig ' . ngs: thought Avva was foo old (sixi’y-i‘wo, grey hair, wrinkled hands,
|| _Aws. (i) protagonist - *. main character - (ii) debate - 4. o) ekt | o)

discussion - (jii) episode - 5. a part of a story - (iv) community - determination, self-confidence (also: hard-working, opfimistic,

3. people Living in one particular area - (v) concentration - 6. calm). (v) The narrator judges only by outuard signs (age, grey

——Foeus—vh) eagerty excitedy Cvib-eomvinef 2 hair, spectacles, kitchen work) and assumes Avva cannot learn,

|| believable - (viii) quided - 8. directed. l | her il ! '

"'ll e qranamo

Awns. (i) Cause 1: the fransport system was not very good — e

effect: papers came in the afternoon, magazines a day late. (i) Ans. She was a respected, well-off elder of the village. Asking

Z. Rrishtakka never wenT To school — she could not read. (1) 3. others would reveal that she could not read and make her feel

with the protagonist — she was deeply interested and discussed

2-Why-does-the-narrator-initiatty-taugh?
it with friends. (iv) 4. The narrator went fo a wedding for a week g R
Ans. As a child, she thought learning was only for the younq.

|| found in fears. (v) 5. She lost her mother young, her father was Avva's age, grey hair, wrinkled hands, spectacles and kitchen

busy and girl.s' education was not thought essential — she never work made the idea seem funny and impossible.

went fo school. (vi) 6. She regretted not going fo school — she 3. Significance of Kashi Yatre¢

| made sure her children and grnnArhildrpn studied well Ans_InAvwagslife itis the sigpy she loves and identifies with:
|11 Did the narrator expect to see her grandmather in tears?Why? being unable to read it makes her feel helpless and inspires her

Ans. No. She "had never seen her cry even in the most difficult fo learn. In the story, it frames the plot: it begins the reading

R e ; gsthe gcomes the g end,
situations”. Avva was a strong, cheerful woman, and the 9

" ~marrator tad onty beerr away enjoying awedding; soshe-had o _PLOM[D.Q_bELSllCCBSiJiS_DJESSﬂg.C_(.kLDdDESS_Qb.M_pBrsonGL

merit) also mirrors Avva's goodness.

4. What does her desire fo learn the alphabet reflect?

idea anything was wrong.

1. How might the narrator help her grandmother to read and write?

Ans. She could teach her the Kannada alphabet daily, help her

Ans. Her self-respect and longing for independence, her

|| join letters info words, give her homework, and let her practise

L e farmil e LikeKashiY ‘ age limit.

signboards.
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5. Lessons from Avva touching the narrator's feet? v (). Simple past and past perfect. gy
Ans. A Teacher deserves respect reqardless of age or gender; Ans. A. arrived, had already bequn - B. had learnt (learned),
openly; knowledge, not age, earns respect. E. logged in, had already discussed. Rule: the earlier action takes
6. What does “For a good cause if you are determined, you can the past perfect.
overcome any obstacle” tell us about the theme? V (ii). Correct forms in the paragraph.
wmymmmmmm—wmﬁmpewmmﬁi
| as n stan s nd busy Lif
to become literate w|+h|n monfhs. compLefed J. enJoyed
. How effectively does the story show education supporting Listen a”d Respond (tmn s¢ fipt in the
independence? b I( d. )
__A»_jqc \/DV’\,I oFar‘H\/al\’l Avva is weal +h\,l and rocpor{'oﬂ' \,ID+ feels teXt 00 aPPe” 'x
"dependent and helpless” because she cannot read a magazine. Ans. 1. digital tools (effectively and responsibly) - 2. personal
Once she learns, she says, "Now | am independent.” The contrast data - 3. stay connected - 4. misinformation, scams (and cyber
| shows that Liferacy, not money, gives tTue freedom. threats)—5-+Ftraining:
Vocabulary and Structures Speaiing activitys turncoat (model
s 39
I. Binomials: match. pomesj

[ AmsTtsink o swim = (vit) succeed or fait withouthetp—2on | —AwsTopic ™, forranew tanguage opens Jobs, travet and
|| andoff - (v) sometimes, occasionally - 3 mixandmateh-(i) | friendships; it helps us understand other cultures: it sharpens

put different things together to get a range of possibilities - 4. the brain. Against: the mother tonque must come first; learning
all or nothing - (viii) something to be done completely or not at many languages may confuse young learners; time could go to
———at~—Spart-and-parcet—ii}-comptete part-of-or-betong to—b————other-skitts—TFopic-2-for-the-young tearn-fast-and-remember ————
|| pick and choose - (iii) choose only the best - . sooner or later - easily. Aqainst: Avva learnt at sixty-two; motivation matters
(iv) at some time in the future - 8. leaps and bounds - (vi) more than age; adults learn new skills every day.

increase or develop very quickly. Senfences: Her English

— | improved by legps and bounds. Hard work is part and parcel of

success. Sooner or later he will realise his mistake. On the first

day af the new school, it was sink or swim for me. We visit our

— | vittage omrand of-

Il Profivoc
T FEXEST

|| Awns. 2. disbelief - 3. unimportant - 4. disrespect - 5. incorrect -

6. discontinue - . misunderstand - 8. extraordinary - 9.

uninteresting - 10. impossible.

1. Five prehxed words Trom The STOYY with sentences.

| Ans_unhappy: The child looked unhappy after losing the match

- unusual: It was unusual fo see snow in March. - unfortunately:

| e of

Unfortunately, the train was late. - independent: She became

_ﬁnancmuy mdependenT after geT‘rmg QJOD. 0 lrrespec'rlve:

IV. Idioms of learning.

Ans. 1. hit the books - (jii) to study seriously - 2. draw a blank

- (v) fo be unable o remember - 3. learn the ropes - (vi) fo

N I RO B | Lol | e b JATAWA
—understand-howtodoan CTIVITY =1 TaCR oNe s oraf= 1/ 10

think very hard - 5. learn by heart - (i) to memorise something -

6. burn the midnight oil - (iv) to study or work Late into the

night. Senfences: Exams are near, so I must hit the books. T drew

ablank when asked his name. The new clerk ook a week o learn

the ropes. | racked my brain over the puzzle. We learnt the

poem by heart. She burnt the midnight oil before the test.

Free sam
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Writing Task: letter to the editor

3. How did Avva spend her time after hearing each episode? A

(model)

Ans. She joined her friends at the femple courtyard and

- Ans. hide and seek nearby.
Ananya Rao 4. How did the narrator show her Llove when Avva was upset on the
14, Gandhi Nagar terrace?
— 1 Hubballi — —Ans—SheuskedgemttyAvva, domtcry-Whot s the mattert————
-1 15 July 2026 __ | Canlh ou in any way?", leaned forw nd held her hand.
1 5. Why did the narrator feel it "was not correct” for Avva to fouch
The Editor her feet?
1 Karnataka Times ~ | Ans. By Tradifion, youngsTers Touch The Teet of God, elders and
| Hubballi '

Subject: Students Can Spread Adult Literacy

Sir/Madam

As a concerned citizen, | would like to draw attention to

the Large number of adults in our district who still
—— cannot read or write, and fo the role students can play
in changing this.
Many organisations run adult literacy camps, but they
lack volunteers. Students have time during holidays and
——— the patience to teach. By feaching an elder to sign their
name, read a bus board or check a bank slip, they make
that person independent. Students also gain confidence,
communication skills and a sense of responsibility, and
| society moves fowards full literacy.
Schools could give credit for such service, and NGOs
could visit schools fo invite volunteers. Posters, social
media and falks in the morning assembly would spread
|| awareness. | hope this letter gets published in the

columns of your esteemed daily.

Yours truly
— 1 Ananya Rao

reversed this custom.

6. Which scripture-based belief did Avva quote at the end?
Ans. That a feacher should be respected irrespective of gender

and age.

b H . AWMy

___Aws. It was the novel Avva loved most, and it was the reason

she had wanted to learn. Reading it on her own would be the

] perfect fest and reward for her success.

8. How does The narrator s later career add meaning to the story?

| hundreds of students. Teaching Avva was her first experience of

teaching, so the story also shows where her calling began.

Extra guestions from the text (exam-

style)

1. Why did everyone in the village wait eagerly for the bus?

7——+he-pcsi—etcuusﬁmnspurﬁrq§pwr—+hrwmﬁrrw&age thi i rs

| Aws. The bus brought the newspapers, weekly magazines and

| |_only link with news and stories from outside, so its arrival was

an event.

2. What kind of writer was Triveni?

Ans. She was a very popular Kannada writer with an easy,

problems in the Lives of ordinary people and were always

interesting. She died young, but people still appreciate her

novels forty years tater:

Free sam
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Important exam questions, fully solved

New questions in the 2026-2% Class 9 pattern: extract (5 marks), short answer (2 marks, 40-50 words), lonq answer (5 marks, 120-150 words).

— Extract -+ S marks et

| My grandmother, Krishtakka, never went fo school so — Short answer - 2 marks WI'? didAvva '|denlily hersetfwith
| she could not read. Every Wednesday the magazine would —theprotagonistofKashiYatre? 2]

come and | would read the next episode of this sforyto | Ans. The protagonist was an old lady who longed fo go
her. During that time she would forget all her work and to Kashi but never went, giving her savings for an

listen with the greatest concentration. Later, she could
— repecd' the entire text by heart. —

orphan girL's wedding. Avva oo was old, had never been

to Kashi and was kind-hearted. So she felt the story was

(i) Why coutd Rrishtakka not read? (i) Compteter She coutd about her, and tistened with deep emotion.
Iepeal the-entire-fexd bY heart; ""‘"Eh shows-her ————— Short answer - 2 marks — What use 1s money when T cannot

concentration” suggests that she was (A) bored (B) deeply Ans. Ay u'.s famil !.:5 elloff vet she denended on

absorbed (C) confused (D) sleepy. (iv) Find a word from the her aranddaughter fo read a macazine. Money could not

instatments . (V) Which day didthe magazine arrive? £53

extract that means "a part of a story published in give her the ability fo read on her own. She realised that

frue independence comes from education, not wealth.
Yo bad
LLL*\" ]

| memoryanddeep interest in the story. (iii) (B) deeply
Lt

Ane (; s v b baal (33 oL
TNS—t/one IeYErgoneTo-ScRooT—H7-Snarp

Short answer « 2 marks How did the narrator react to

Avva's decision, and how did Avva respond? 127
|| absorbed. (iv) episode. (v) Wednesday.

—AwWs. The harrator taughed chitdishty, pointing 1o

| Extract - S marks Asse, he inkded | |

|| shesaid, 1am fouching the feet of a feacher, not my __| kitchen work. Avva only smiled and calmly said that with

granddaughter; a teacher who taught me so well, withso | determination one can overcome any obstacle, and that
much of affection that | can read any novel confidently there is no age bar for learning.
— insuch a short period. Now | am independent. It is my

Sh 2 k i i
T — teacher” ort answer - 2 marks What deadline did Avva set, and

why is it significant? [2]

(') WI'? did-the 9'3”6"“9“'3' fouch-the-narrator-s-feet? (ii Ans. She chose Saraswati Puja dqy during Dassara fo

action shows her (humility / prlde) (iii) What

does "Now | am mdependen’r mean here? (iv) Which quality

showed her seriousness and gave her a clear goal o

of the narrator as a feacher is mentioned? (v) Choose the work fowards.

——————grateful{B)-she-readsconfidently {C)-sheis-ashamedof
Vll‘\'y <7/ Jl'v T yJrnurnoevu vl

option NOT t7ue of the extract: (A) the grandmother is ;
Short answer - 2 marks Why was the narrator “taken

" ? (2]
learning late (D) she values feachers. (51 aback” at Dassara?

|| Awns. (i) To honour her as a teacher who had taught her e

.. e never touch The Teet of youngsters, so The narrator was
to read. (ii) humility. (iii) She no longer needs anyone young

| to read for her. (iv) She taught with great affection j '

(and well). (v) (C).
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Short answer - 2 marks What does “my student had passed  Long answer - beyond the text "For learning there iéo%z “w

with flying colours” show? 2] age bar. " Write an article for your school magazine on

— | Ans. When given Kashi Yatre, Avva |mmed|a'rel.y read LITeLong Learnlng with reference o Avva.

—ﬁvﬁh—uﬂhwmdw%shmnﬁhwmwdﬁe—m%%%—
| hadlearnt to read within the deadline: "flying colours” _Many people believe learning ends with school Avvain

|| shows her outstanding success and the narra’ror s pride. Sudha Murty's story proves otherwise: at sixty-two she

¢. Lo ) answer gue i CS ) 120— learnt to read Kannada in a few months because she

wanted fo be independent. Around us, too, we see retired

1S0 words)

peopLe Learnmg compuTers mothers Leqrnmg To drive

————————— Long answer - character %%MWWM]WW&?WW

Krishtakka with exampl.es from the S‘|'0YV 5] _ke_aps;thg_mmd_aciua,_meds_mn;ﬁdpnrp and hplnq

|| Awns. Krishtakka is the heart of the story. She is people keep up with a changing world. It also brlnqs

strong-willed: the narrator had “never seen her cry independence: an elder who can use online banking need
|| even in the most difficult situations”. She is curious and not depend on others. What is needed is motivation,
| affenfive, listening To Kashi Yatre with The greatest patience and encouragement Trom the young. As

- tration"and repeatine-H-by-heart-Shed tedents. teach-ouretdersd "
| | consitive and self. o cho el | | st as 4 toe M0t 1080 Loarning |

|| helpless” and is too embarrassed to ask others to read journey, not a race, and every age is the right age fo

for her. Above all, she is determined. At sixty-two she begin.

decides to learn the alphabet, sets Saraswati Puja as her

deadline and works harder than anybody”, reading,

- [ A

|| confident when laughed at, believing that "for learning
|| there is no age bar". Finally, she is humble and wise,

touching her grqnddqughi'er’s feet to honour her

| feacher. Krishtakka inspires us fo value education at

| any age.

| Long answer - theme ~ How does the sfory show the

_Ans. The <+nr\,l shows that education is rlnqpl\]/ tied to

|| self-respect. Avva is wealthy and respected, yet when

the narrator is away she cannot read her favourite

serial. She rubs her hands over the pages and feels

“very dependent and helpless’; she is even Too

hurts her dignity. Learning restores it. Once literate;

she proudly says, "Now | am independent,” and can read

any novel confidently. Education also teaches her

humility and gratitude: she touches her teacher's feet.

Thus the story suggests that literacy is not just a skill
_bm_mmﬂ'ﬁuence una ngm Iy WHICH money

|| cannotbuy Italso reminds us that denying girls
33

|| education, as happened to Avva, denies them this self-

respect.
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Quick-reference sheet

— point

— author,

genre
setti ng

novel

the novel's

|| story

Avva

crisis

— Life story

resolve

motto

ending

| narrator

later

remember

Sudha Murty; autobiographical story, first person

village in north Karnataka; about forty years ago

Kashi Yatre by Triveni, serial in the weekly
Karmaveera

old lady gives her Kashi savings for an orphan
girl's wedding
Krishtakka, 62, never went to school, read to

every Wednesday

narrator at a wedding for a week; Avva cannot
read the serial, cries

lost mother young; father remarried; married
young; regretted no school

learn Kannada alphabet; deadline Saraswati Puja

(Dassara)
“For learning there is no age bar.”

qift of frock material; touches teacher's feet;
reads Kashi Yatre's title

a teacher of Computer Science

149)

_ Set1

—1 After hearing what happened next in Kashi Yatre, she S
would join her friends at the temple courtyard where we
children would also gather to play hide and seek. She
would discuss the latest episode with her friends. At that
— time, | never understood why there was so much of —_—

debate about the s1'ory.

(i) Where did Avva meet her friends? (i) Pick a binomial from the

extract. (iii) What did Avva discuss with her friends? (iv) Choose the

correct option: The narrator "never understood” the debate because
—she was-(a) uninterested (b) a-child (c)-angry(d) absent.

Set 2

1 'Yes, | need your help. You know when you were away, SE—
Karmaveera came as usual. | opened the magazine. | saw
the picture that accompanies the story of Kashi Yatre
and | could not understand anything that was writfen.
— Many times | rubbed my hands over the pages wishing —
they could understand what was written.

(i) Who is the speaker? (i) What could she understand and what
could she not? (jii) What does rubbing her hands over the pages

show? (iv) Fill in: The speaker feels (helpless / proud).

Set 3.

The next day onwards | started my tuition. Avva was a
wonderful student. The amount of homework she did was ———

amazing. She would read, repeat, write, and recite. | was

her only feacher and she was my first student.

(i) Why is Avva called "a wonderful student"? (ii) Name the four

things she did. (iii) What is unusual about the last sentence? (iv)

Eimd o yned dopichin s
TITTa U wui

nima "
Ulllvulll“& dITuTim llllj .
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Practice set: test yourself exam-style .

Try every question before looking at the answers. 2% or more out of 34 means you are ready for the exam.

| A_Fill in the blanks (l wmark each)

3. Whom did she help with her savings?

4. The magazine came every 4. Where did the family sleep on summer nights?

5."Avva" means _____ _ in the Kannada of north 5. Which lanquage did Avva learn to read?
Karnataka. 6. What did the narrator buy secretly at Dassara?
6. The grandmother was ______ years otd: T. What did Avva read first in the book?

A ! 2
STAvVva s stceesss

______ . ort answe arks eacwn, -

"A ’ '] A Y
—————8-TFrue-or-false?{I-marl-each) words)
t-Tte mewspaper Teacted the vittage imtte-morning: 7. Describe how The sfory Kashi Yafre ends and why it

childhood?

4. The narrator stayed at the wedding for a week. 3. Why did Avva not ask anyone else to read for her?

5. Avva asked a neighbour to read the serial to her. 4. How did Avva prove to be a "wonderful student"?

6. Awa's father got married again. 5. Why did the narrator think Avva's touching her feet was
. The narrator laughed at Avva's decision. “not correct"?

8. The narrator later became a doctor. 6. What did The narrator learn Trom her grandmother?

| Hy score (fil in after checking the answers)

Section A/8 B/8 Cc/8 F /10 G (bonus) Total /34
My marks

Rough work
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E. Long answer (S marks each, 120-150  G. HOTS (higher-order thinking, 2 (ZZ
words) each)

1. Trace Avva s journey from helplessness to 1. Why do you think Avva chose the narrator, a child, as
Thdependence: her teacher?

2' E . || l . | . | || | ‘ 2. I | | U l ‘ | n ' . . | ‘ F
grnndmoi‘hw qa +uplvp-ypnr-old7 Give_regsons

3. Imagine you are Avva. Write a diary entry on the day 3. How is the story of Kashi Yatre a mirror of Avva's own
you read Kashi Yatre by yourself. life?

F. Beyond the text (S marks each) % Exam tip: For long answers: introduce the point, give 3-4
1. "Girls in those days were not sent to school.” How has ideas each with a detail from the text, and conclude with the
' message.

the situation changed today? What more needs to be

done? Write a speech for the morning assembly. Assertion—Reason (6)

2. Many elders today cannot use digifal tools. Suggest how

A true, R false. (d) A false, R tr

Ud 0 elp e DEecome daiqitaly era Y
ue.

1. A: Avva cried when the narrator returned. R: She had been

unable fo read Kashi Yatre on her own.

2 A Avuva ﬂhlled a He‘ghbe ¥ #e Fead #he serig R she Was *ee
v v aGor IS

embarrassed fo ask anyone.

3. A: Avva touched her grunddaugh’rer's feet. R: She believed a

teacher must be respected irrespective of age.
- 4 A:Avvaneverwenttoschool. R Girls educationwasnot
considered essential in those days.

5. A: The narrator laughed at Avva. R: She was jealous of Avva.

6. A: Avva identified with The novel's protagonist. R: Avva foo had
never been to Kashi

Key: | (a) <2 (d) - 3Ca) -4 () S ()6 (a)
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20 MCQs o
1._The narrator was about years old 11. Avva lost her mother:

(a) eight (b) sixteen (c) twelve (d) twenty (a) after marriage (b) at sixty (c) when she was a young

2. The weekly magazine arrived: girl (d) never

(a) one day late (b) on time (c) a week late (d) never  12. Avva felt "dependent and helpless” because:

3. Triveni wrote in: (a) she could not read (b) she was poor (c) she was ill (d)

(a) Tamil (b) Marathi (c) Hindi (d) Kannada she was alone

4 Her stories dealt with: 13. She chose as her deadline:

(a) Diwali (b) Saraswati Puja day during Dassara (c) Holi

(A b

(a) war (b) psychological problems of ordinary people

e hiedb d
a7y ncl o1l |||uuy

(c) science (d) kings

A B ".’liElidiilei S "'5' iEUCHGIiWGS '62
5. The old lady in Kashi Yatre wanted fo go to: H

a) Mysuru Kashi (c) Puri Madurai

i
roreurmng-mnereionu _—_

6 She 9ave her qu|n9$ for' Ul LUUI IIHIS lIICIC I:: LALY

) o iR ) . (a) teacher (b) ()hgk(d)qggh
(@) femple (b) ier son (c) @ school (d) an orphan girts oo ROREYRCba o

14 Au\m s giftto -l-lnn n
TO7

ueddin +
WBuulll‘j T vvuaj Yarratror-was:

(a) frock material (b) a book (c) sweets (d) money

T Avvacoutd repeatthe seriat:

5 = tothe-reiahborimavitbaget (a) teacher (b) granddaughter (c) goddess (d) quest

| q : (a) pleased (b) bored (c) angry (d) surprised b

(a) angry (b) away (c) asleep (d) in tears something unexpected

10_ Awa told her story on: 19. The narrator later became a teacher of:

(a) a rainy evening (b) a full-moon summer night (c) a (a) Kannada (b) Computer Science (c) History (d) Music

winter morning (d) Dassara 20. The central message of the story is:

(a) money is power (b) travel broadens the mind (c)

tearning has no age bar (d) obey elders

—— 234} S} F L)) LA B

()15 16 Ca) 17 (a) - 18 (d) - 19 (b) - 20 ()
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Answers g

Extract sets. Set 1: (i) at the temple courtyard (ii) hide and seek E. 1. helpless (cannot read, cries, embarrassed) — decision and

(iii) the latest episode of Kashi Yatre (iv) (b). Set 2: (i) Avva, the deadline — hard work — reads the novel's title at Dassara; "Now |

grandmother (ii) she understood the picture but not the written am mdependen’r 2. Lovmg (reads to her, holds her hand) — pLuyfuL

Set 3: (i) she worked very hard and did amazing amounts of (’rouchmg each other's fee+) 3. dlary date (Saraswah PUJCI day) joy

homework (ii) read, repeat, write and recite (iii) roles are reversed: at reading the title; pride and gratitude; touching the teacher's feet;

achitd 15 the feacher and an otd woman the student; it atso hinfs at  resotve 1o read every day

|_the narrator's future as a teacher (iv) amazing

A. 1. Karnataka 2. Triveni 3. Karmaveera 4. Wednesday 5. mother 6. schemes, free education, scholarships, more girls in school and

sixty-two . Saraswati Puja 8. frock college; still dropouts, early marriage, distance; need safe

B. 1. F (in the affernoon) 2. F (she died very young) 3. F (she gave Trunspor’r awareness, foilets, encouragement; close with a call Z.

Science) online forms; warn about scams; be patient; hold digital-Literacy

C. 1. Krishtakka 2. Kashi (Varanasi) 3. a young orphan girl (for her camps

wedding) 4. on The open ferrace 5. Kannada 6. The novel Kashi Yafre G- - she frusted and toved her’ felt no embarrassment before her,

eading to her 2 yes: rhlldranqup h\]l

"passed with flying colours" outward signs and think learning is for the young; she did not yet

understand Avva's feelings 3. both are old women who never went fo

D. 1. the old Lady gives all her savings for the orphan girl's wedding,

Kashi-and-put-othersbefore-themsetvesrthenovetssacrifice
saying the girl's happiness matters more than Kashi; Avva, also e ]
| pever-at-Kashi-and-kind—identifed-with-her-2testh . mirrors Avva s life of caring for family; reading it becomes her goal

W Rer=zZtoSThermMoTher yvull\:j,

father busy and remarried; no school for girls; married young; busy

with family; regretted not studying 3. she was a respected elder and

telt ashamed o reveal she could not read 4. she read, repeated,

wrote and recited rlnil\’l, did nmn7ing homework and could read a

novel by the deadline 5. elders never touch the feet of youngsters; it

—husnouye bur; respectteachers

reverses tradition 6. determination overcomes obstacles; learning

— Last=wnight sumwary

— ® Sudha Murty; north Karnataka village; narrator 12, Avva (Krishtakka) 62. ——
e Every Wednesday the narrator read Triveni's serial Kashi Yatre (Karmaveera) to Avva, who never went to school.
® Narrator away at a wedding for a week — Avva in tears; Life story on a full-moon night.

* "What use is money when | cannot be independent?” — learns Kannada alphabet, deadline Saraswati Puja.

1 ® Narrator laughs; Avva: “For learning there is no age bar."

|, e Dassara: frock material; Avva touches her feacher's feet; reads the title of Kashi Yatre — “passed with flying colours”. L

® Themes: literacy and independence, determination, no age bar, respect for teachers, women's education.
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