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—A-Letter to-God To God
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G.L. Fuentes - NCERT First Flight, Reprint 2026-2% - CBSE board 202

“new coins’; the crop destroyed writes to God for 100 pesos

A Letter to God

The kind postmaster * % The irony %%
— collects 30 pesos, signs “God" helpers called “a bunch of crooks” =
About the author Colour code used

Greqorio Lopez y Fuentes (189%-1966) was a Mexican novelist, poet  red = key term green = definition

and journalist who wrote about the Lives of poor farmers and village  purple = sub-heading  black = explanation

people of Mexico. The story 1s set In a remote valley In rural Flexico,  purple Kalam = aline quoted Trom the text

bhich 15 -

% Exam tip: CBSE asks this story as an extract (@6, 5

marks), as a 40-50-word answer (Q8, 3 marks) and very often

. . .

4-Concept-notes-story-in briefthemes characters ey Lines (P- in 100-120-word answers that compare Lencho with Kisa Gotami

2-4) ("The Sermon at Benares"). Learn the irony and the key lines on

2. NCERT exercises, fully solved (p. 5-1) p- 4

3. CBSEPYQs 2024-2026, fully solved (p. 8-11) Theme in one line: the power of simple, unquestioning faith, and the

— Chapter Map (k = asked often in CBSE papers 2024-2026) e

. Rain, then hail %% Lencho's faith % % % I

el eetaenien shent el Dopnbeaet beeod sote siotlen 1 0
; ed-sets: practice-A-G;

irony of a man who blames the very people who helped him.
20 MCQs, 6 A-R, answers, summary (p. 12-16)
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Il The story in brief %%

wjwy

S 0N s
—#. Hopeof rain

) . )
€ —The letter toGod

e Lenchos house, the onl.y one In The entire vaﬂ.ey , SITS o T[he ‘rumlty's smgLe hope IS hel.p Trom God, whose eyes,

and his 'ﬁgl,d_o;f_:ipg_mrn dotted with flowers that nlun\]lq

theerestof-tow-hill—From-there ] e ri tencho-has-beem faght- thima. ok

. U . [
dPPP Inohe s ronqupnrp'

promised a qood harvest. o

Lencho is “an ox of a man", working like an animal in the

o The earth needs only “a downpour or at least a shower".

fields, but he can write. On Sunday he writes: "God, if

Lencho, who knows his fields “intimately”, watches the

you don't help me, my family and | will go

sky towards the north-east all morning. His wite

hungry this year. | need a hundred pesos..." He

Lo b Ll My ool e LD
Uriswers ns IIUPC WITIT 1€5, QUU WILLIIIS.

wrifes ToGod on the envelope, stamps it and posts it

just to feel the rain and says, "These aren't

.

The postmaster's kindness

raindrops falling from the sky, they are new ¢

A postman shows the letter o the postmaster, “a fat,

coins. The big drops are ten cent pieces and

amiabte Tellow", who laughs, Then furns serious: What

the little ones are fives."

Lol ] ) NN I | ] 2 L] L) )
rarcvid T WISVI T viad Lvic 1aircvi Ul wvic vriavi wWiivu

w

The hailstorm

. !
wrote thic letter
e

So as not to shake the writer's faith, he decides to

e Suddenly a strong wind blows and very large hailstones

answer it. He collects money from his employees, gives

fall, resembling “new silver coins”. The boys run out to

part of his own salary and asks friends to give “for an

——cornfeldand b chelonallon Thedeld e

collect the "frozen pearls”.

act of charity”. He manages only a little more than half

® [Oor an hou e Nail Taus o € house, garden, e,

"(Seventy pesos), and signs the tetter God -

covered with salt": not a leaf remains on the trees: the

E.

The ironic ending

corn is totally destroyed.

Next Sunday Lencho shows “not the slightest surprise”

e Lencho tells his sons, "A plague of locusts would

at the money, such is his confidence, but becomes angry

have left more than this. The hail has left

L I I R | (] L 1 I |
WITETT TIE COUTTTS T17QUU COULU TT0T THURT U TTITS TURE.

nothing." The night Ts sorrowful: "All our work, Tor

. . n
He writes again:—OFf the money that | asked for

only seventy pesos reached me. Send me the

nothing:— We ttattgohungry thisyear:

rest, since | need it very much. But don't send

it to me through the mail because the post

office employees are a bunch of crooks."

| Setting and narration. Place: a lonely farmhouse in a valley in rural Mexico, and the post office in the nearby fown. Time: harvest

season, over about two weeks (fwo Sundqys). Narrator: third person. Currency: pesos. Lencho's family: his wife, older boys who work in

1 the field and smaller children.
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1.2 Themes, title and characters %

—Thewes

7. Faith in God. Lencho s Taith is complete and childlike. He

writes-to-God-as-to-apersonand-neverdoubts-therepty—

The story asks genﬂ”. what should we of it our faith in?

2. Humans and nature. Nature first raises hope (the rain)

and then destroys it (the hail). A farmer's whole year

depends on the weather.

3. Kindness and charity. The postmaster and his staff help

auietly
tHetuy-

4. Irony. Lencho blames the post-office emplovees, "a

) )
cwnaracters

Lencho (the farmer)

Hard-working ("an ox of a man"), he knows his fields
intimately and can read the sky. He has unshakeable,
unquestioning faith in God. He is simple and naive: he
writes to God and expects money by post. He is also
proud and quick to suspect: he shows no surprise at the
money, gets angry at the shortfall and calls the
employees crooks. He is not greedy; he asks only for
what he needs to sow again and Live.

bunch of crooks”, the very people who collected the

money for him.

5. Ingratitude born of innocence. Lencho is not wicked; his

farth in God 15 so fotal that he cannot imagine human

holn
neep:

The Title Is qu and cq’rchy. The whole pLoT furns on Lencho's

kindness in mofi | Leads 4o led 4
irony at the end. A letter addressed "To God" is also

unusual, and it arouses the reader s curiosity at once.

|| % Exam tip: For "Explain the irony", name both sides: (1)
what was expected: Lencho should thank the helpers; (2) what
happened: he calls them crooks and asks God not fo use the

—  mail. =

The postmaster

A “fat, amiable fellow". He laughs at first, but at once
turns serious and respects Lencho's faith ("What
faith!"). He is kind, generous and humble: he gives part
of his salary, collects money from others and signs the
letter "God", seeking no credit. He feels “the
contentment of a man who has performed a good deed".

Lencho's wife

A hard-working, God-fearing woman ("Yes, God willing")
who comforts the family: “no one dies of hunger”.

The postman

An employee who also helps at the post office; he laughs
heartily at the strange address and later hands Lencho
the letter.
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1.3 Key lines explained, words and devices %% ’W
— [ tines the board loves Words and-expressions
“These aren't rainarops tatling from the sky, they are "ew | word meaning in the story —
. n . . —
3 ) 3 crest top of a hill
means money. The metaphor shows Lencho's joy and hope. N o dotall
"The field was white, as if covered with salt." A simile for inimatety very closely. In every detal
Total ruin: the hail covers everything, and salted land grows nothing. draped covered (as with cloth): "a curtain of rain

——— 4 plague of tocusts woutd-have teftmmore tharthis - Ever locusts insects that fly in big swarms and destroy crops | ———

| locusts, which destroy whole crops, leave something behind; the hail | conscience | an inner sense of right and wrong I
left nothing.

peso currency of several Latin American countries

~Whose eyes, as he had .been mstrucﬁed, see everything, amiable friendly and pleasant
even What 1S deep in ones COonsSCIence. Shows The source of

‘< £aith: ! resolution firm decision
"What faith! | wish | had the faith of the man who contentment | satisfaction
wrote this letter." The postmaster admires Lencho's faith and crooks dishonest people, cheats
decides to protfect it. .
ecides to protec Devices

‘o answer it he needed something more tham goodwill,

il ) " . il alone was not enough o Metaphors: raindrops = "new coins’; hailstones = "frozen

; earls"’; clouds = "huge mountains”; Lencho = "an ox of a man";
Lencho showed not the slightest surprise on seeing the P J

hatt="aptague"-

e Similes: "white as if covered with salt’: hailstones "resemble

money; such was his confidence..." He was sure God would

answer. . __
new silver coins’.

..the post office employees are a bunch or Crooks. Ihe A Irony of situation: the ending.

heart of the irony: the he pers are acc sed of theft
L Negahves for empliasw: Nota teat remained ; nollimg tess

than a letter to God"; "Never in his career...”

( : . . A
X Don't do this: Do not write that Lencho got "seventy —
dollars” or “half" the money: he got seventy pesos, “a little

more than half" of a hundred.
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NCERT exercises, fully solved v
D — ivity: I ter dothen?
1 Complete the stal ts: (i) In addition to 4! the form Ans. Not wanting to shake the writer's faith in God, he decided
has to be signed by the ______ (i) The " Acknowl.edgemen#" is fo answer it. He collected money from his employees, gave part
sent back by the P°S+ office tothe afterthe of his own salary and asked Triends to contribute Tor “an act ot
_Chq,;i;b/i._l:le could gn'H'\or !\hl\,l g little more than half the

(iv) The form has six sections: the sender fils out and +he amount, put it in an envelope addressed fo Lencho with a letter

receiver signed "God", and sent it.

| Ans. (i) receiver (payee) who signs to show he has received the Ora' Comprehens'on check (3)

TOr 39- ( ) “'e Se“'del, a IE| “ [4 |m|v5l blgnb || \III) WHH"S 9]

short message to the receiver (what the money is for, a 1. Was Lencho surprised to find a letter for him with money in it?

greeting). (iv) the sender fils out four sections (amount, Ans. No. He showed “not the slightest surprise”, because he was

| receiver s defails, sender s deails, space Tor communication / —futty comfiderrt-thut-God woutd-umswertim:
owiedgeme e-Feceive 0 angry?
|| one (his signature on the acknowledgement); the remaining Ans. When he counted the money, he found only seventy pesos
section is for official use. instead of a hundred. Sure that God could not make a mistake or

Oral comprehension checlk (’) refuse him, he concluded that the post-office employees had

—stolen-the-restand-this-made-hir-angry-
1. What did Lencho hope for?

- T"“"‘ﬂ‘l‘); about-the-text
Ans. He hoped for rain, a downpour or at least a shower, Loy

— || because his fietd of Tipe corn needed tt-for o good harvest: T-Who does Cencho have comptete farfh in? Which senfences In the
iy did-tencho say the rainarops were tike "n L story tell vou this?
. Mew LUITIS 7 7

Ans. The rain would give him a good harvest, and a good harvest Ans. He has complete faith in God. The sentences: (1) "But in

would bring him money. So each drop seemed as valuable as the hearts of all who lived in that solitary house... there was a

] money: the big drops were "ten cent pieces” and the little ones stgte-foper tetpfro God:{2)~* Attt rougiT thenight. tencho

7_3,_Hau_didibe_mim:hanga&Wbaﬂmppeued_tolendm$_ﬁeld<?

[T thought only of his one hope: the help of God, whose eves, as he

VeS—

had been instructed, see everything, even what is deep in one's

, , conscience.” (3) "It was nothing less than a letter to God.” (4)
Ans. A strong wind began to blow and very large hailstones fell

| . . . - .9 i i 9 "

with the rain. For an hour hail fell on the whole valley. The field such was his confidence." (5) “God could not have made a

became white, as it covered with salt; not a Lleat remained on The - ;
mistake, nor could he have denied Lencho what he had

3 y y requested.

4. What were Lencho's feelings when the hail stopped?

Ans. His soul was filled with sadness. He felt helpless and the LeHer "God"?

worried about the future: the hail had left nothing, there would Ans. He is moved by Lencho's faith ("What faith! I wish I had the
Y ) ) gy faith of the man who wrote this letter") and does not want it to

) 799 " "
(&/ be-stuker o frecottects money und-sends e signs--God

so that Lencho will believe the reply has come from God himself,

1. Who or what did Lencho have faith in? What did he do? which keeps his faith alive. It also shows the pos‘l’mqs‘l'er s

Ais—He-had-Fei Godrvihose-eyes; he-betieved; see humility: he wants no credit.

|| _everything. He wrote a lefter to God asking for a hundred pesos

3. bidLencho Try To find out who had sent The money To him¢

to sow his field again and to Live until the next crop, wrote "To
Why/Why not?

| God on the envelope and posted it.
Ans. No. He was absolutely sure that God had sent it, so there
—2whoreadthet ?
LA was nothing to find out. His faith was so complete that the

wmmwmﬂm@wmﬁ_mhmmrm—
the postmaster then opened and read it.
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4. Who does Lencho think has taken the rest of the money? What is II. Match the uses of "hope" with their meanings. gy

The Trony Th The stuation? Ans. 1. "Thope so (subJecTs in cou.ege): wanhng someThmg To

remaining thirty pesos. Irony: the postmaster and his staff had my saying this... showmg concern 1’h01' wha’r you say shoul.d no‘r

given their own money to help him and fo save his faith. Instead offend; a way of being polite. 3."..new hope to HIV/AIDS
| E . l . S . I l E . l . || ! lll . . l l . I . ll.
human beings who did God's work for him. The reader expects wishing for something to happen, although this is very unlikely.

B gratitude; the result is an accusation. 5. "in the hope of speakmg to her™: 1’hmkmg 1'hc11‘ this would

3. Are there people like Lencho in the real world¢ What kind of a

person would you say he is? (greedy, naive, stupid, ungrateful qiven up hope si'opped bel.levmqfha‘l'fhls qoodfhmq woul.d

selfish, comical, unquestioning) happen.
Ans. Yes, there are many simple people with Lencho's kind of IIl. Join the sentences using who, whom, whose, which.
| faith. Lencho is naive (he writes fo God and expecTs money by —AWS. T Toiten go To Mumbai, which Is The commercial capwat ot
money). He seems ungrateful to the post-office employees, but show on cooking. 3. These sportspersons, whose performance
only because he does not know they helped him. He is not greedy has been excellent, are going fo meet the President. 4. Lencho
| feed his family. His second letter is a little comical. | trusted, cheated me.

6. There are fwo kinds of conflict in the story: between humans and  1V. Find sentences with neqative words that express these ideas

nature, and between humans themselves. How are these conflicts emphatically: (1) The frees lost all their leaves. (2) The letter was
itustrated? addressed o God himsetf. (3) The postman saw this address for the
_Mmmmmmﬁpwdmmmls_ﬁrsﬂm his career
living. The rain brings hope, but the hailstorm destroys his Ans. 1. "Not a leaf remained on the trees.” 2. "It was nothing
| whole crop in an hour, leaving the family facing hunger. A less than a letter fo God.” 3. “Never in his career as a postman

crooks”, though they had helped him. The conflict Lies in his

compared).

suspicion and in the gap between their kindness and his Ans. Cloud: huge mountains: the mass or hugeness of

| ot oL Ll
JuagtmeroTTneme:

mountains. Raindrops: new coins: value; rain brings a crop, and a

colour and shine (white, round, cold). Locusts: a plaque (an

I. Match the names of storms with their descriptions: gale, epi gy 1'hey sprea q rapi dLy and des +roy every 1'h|ng as a

Y : " ~h deadly disease kills many. An ox ot a man: Lencho: the oxXs

. Ans. 1. violent tropical storm with winds moving in a circle: H iy £ the fields

cyclone 2. an extremely strong wind: gale 3. violent tropical

- <
storm with very STYOhg Wwinds: Typhoon 4. violent storm whose d Al |

very strong winds, especially in the western Atlantic: hurricane

couLd help you? How was your problem solved?

6. very strong wind that moves fast in a spinning movement:

Ans. Model falk: Last year, on the morning of my Class 9 final
——whirtwind

examination, | left my admit card on the bus. The bus had gone

Ly tarbin-forrminates—-fe ok

could save me. My father called the bus depot, and a conductor, a

stranger, found the card on the seat and rode back on his

scooter fo the school gafe fo give it to me. I reached my seat

+hrough kind people, Jus+ as Lencho s heLp came 1'hrough the

postmaster.
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Listenin 9 4. What did the postman do when he saw the letter, and how w v

POSTmGSTeY"S response diiferent?

1. Listen to the letter and fill. in the table. A T his | "l quahina | |

Ans. The writer apologises because: she has not written for a never in his career had he known that address. The postmaster

very long Time. The writer has sent This To The reader: a also laughed at first but almost immediately turned serious; he

|| Reason for not writing earlier: they have just moved house. saw 4 ioke. the other saw faith

Sarah goes to: “Little Feet" school, close fo their new home. Who

L ] oA 5. How did the postmaster raise the money? Why could he not collect

|| together: at Bangalore, last year (2005).

a hundred pesos?

Ans. He asked his employees Tfor money, gave part ot his own

Writine
leloiny

charity”. They were ordinary working people with limited means,

so he could gather only a little more than half, seventy pesos.

and when it is available in excess.

Ans. 6. Describe how Lencho wrote his second letter.

17 | Ams. Heasked Tor paper and Ink at the window and wrote at the
EVERY DROP COUNTS - SAVE WATER, SAVE LIFE

i || ublic writing toble "wit N

In summer: turn off 1'GPS while brushing; use a bucket, expressing his ideas was hard for him. Then he bought a stamp,

not a shower or hose; fix leaking taps; water plantsin ™ icieqiF and fixed it fo the envelope "with a blow of his s,
| the evening; reuse RO and washing water for floors and

bial ol IR
WITICITSTTOWS TS UIISCV B

qardens.

In the rainy season: harvest rooftop rainwater;
—— recharge borewells through soak pits; clean drains;
build check-dams and ponds; store water in covered
tanks.

"Lencho waited for rain. Let us not waste it when it

"

Lencho what he had requested.” What does this tell us about Lencho's
thinking?

Ans. LenChOJ?TGITh in God was absolute. When the amount fell

His reasoning was simple: if God is perfect, the fault must Lie

[ comes: | with the people who handled the money, the post-office
__ Issued by: Eco Club, Resident Welfare Association, ] .
— emptoyees.
Sector 12

Ans. It shows that faith gives strength in fimes of loss, and

that God's help often comes through kind human beings. It also

warns against judging people hastily: Lencho calls his helpers

show about her? done without expecting thanks.

Ans. She wanted to comfort her husband and children affer the

hail des'rroyed the crop. 1l hough The loss was Total, she Tried To

7__&ap_hgpe_ahxa_]j_shnusihaj_she was g calm God-fearing and

supportive woman who stood by her family in hard fimes.

2. How do we know that Lencho was an experienced farmer?

| Ans. He "knew his fields infimately”. Al morning he watched the

N 1 i " | H yAIN
Sky IOWOI ds “ e nortn-eastana LUY[ELILY PYCUILH’—Q Tanm U INOw

we re really aoing to qet some water"). His flowers "always

promised a good harvest”, which shows he knew the signs of a

| good crop.

3. Why did the DOYS run out durlng The hailstorm¢ How did ThelrJoy

contrast with [encha's feeLingq?

Ans. The boys ran out, exposing themselves fo the rain, to

collect the hailstones, the “frozen pearls”, as if they were a
— treat. For the chitdren it was fun, buttencho knew the hait was
|| ruining his crop and exclaimed, "It's really getting bad now.”

Innocent joy contrasts with an adult's worry.

Free sample - Class 10 English (CBSE 184, 2026-27) - notesbazar.in 7
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CBSE board gquestions 2024-2026, fully solved g

Every question on this chapter from the 16 papers (2024 2/1/1-2/5/1, 2025 2/1/1-2/6/1, 2026 2/1/1-2/5/1), quoted with complete model answers. Questions

that join two texts appear in both chapters.

A. Extract-based gquestions (S marks) CBSE 2026 - 2/3/I Read the extract and answer the

tions.
| CBSE 2025 - 2/1/I _Read the extract and answer the questions

questions. The postmaster — a fat, amiable fellow — also broke out

laughing, but almost immediately he turned serious and,
— Jrqpping the letter to his desk, commented, "What faith! | —

des‘rroyed. The flowers were gone from the plants. wish | had the faith of the man who wrote this letter.
Lencho s soul was filled with sadness. When the storm had — |

—] passed, he stood in the middle of the field and said to his —
sons, “A plague of locusts would have left more than
this. The hail has left nothing. This year we will have no

corn.” That night was a sorrowful one. “All our work, for (D Justi fy the statement: “Whatfaithttwistrhad-the faith

Not a leaf remained on the trees. The corn was *o#qll,y

S+arﬁn9 up a correspondence with God!" So, in order not
to shake the writer's faith in God, the postmaster came
—1 up with an idea: answer the letter. (4 Letter 2o God)  —

——{ nothing.” "There's no one who can help us.” "We'll all q0 —of themanwhowrote thisletter.”

hungry this year." (4 Letter to God) (i) The postmaster turned serious because he realised the

()l ’ | et on H1 2(A)LTH writerhad ______ (immense / limited) faith in God.

locusts ate them up. (B) An earthquake had occurred. (C) (iif) Examine the portrayal of the postmaster in the

There was a hailstorm. (D) The animals grazed on them. extract. (2 marks)

(i) Lencho felt (jubiLan’r e {iv) Whydid-the-postmusterat-firstaughronseeing the

Lletter? (A as-g-blank-shee B ) He Lacked faith in

saw his des royed corn fields.
(C) He had received such letters earlier. (D) He had never

TATTAW N 1 L "aAll L, L AL "L L
T WITCTTLETITTHU :uy:, AW OUr WOT R, 101 HUIIIIIIB, WIIU1

[s]
does he refer t0? (about 40 words) known such an address.

(iv) Why would Lencho have preferred a plague of locusts to Ans. (i) Only a man with complete, childlike faith

a hailstorm? [s] would write a letter fo God and post it, expecting a
T Ans. (1) (C) There was a hailstorm. reply; the postmaster admires and envies such beliet.
| (i) devastated. s

7_wﬂmmmwmmw_ﬂimmmm (good-natured). Though he

first laughs, he quickly becomes serious and respectful.

He is kind and generous: to protect Lencho's faith, he

whole season had been wasted in a single storm. With

the crop destroyed they would earn nothing and would decides fo answer the letter, collects money from his

staff and gives part of his own satary.
go hungry all year.

| (iv) Locusts would af least have [eft something of the

CBSE 2024 - 2/2/I What idea does the postmaster come

2o he-do-to-stick-to hisresotution® CArted

t0 God) (40-50 words) [3]

Ans. To protect Lencho's faith in God, the postmaster

decided to answer the lefter. As he could not raise a

hundred pesos, he asked his employees for money, gave

part of his own salary and friends contributed. He put

i+ to Lencho.

CoTG

Free sample - Class 10 English (CBSE 184, 2026-27) - notesbazar.in g




FREE SAMPLE | Buy the complete pack at notesbazar.in | page 9 of 16

crigiiorr o o eceeor cu yuu CoCC IS eve | eveu, runy Suiveu &/

L | ooy

CBSE 2024 - 2/3/1  Explain the irony in “A Letter o God". ¢, Long answer guestions (3 marks, 0=

| | that God could not make a mistake accused the very
7

(40-50 words) = 120 words)

—Ans. The posTmasTer and his staif klndLy collected
i CBSE 2024 - 2/4/) Grief is natural o all loss. Present an

analysis of the approaches of Lencho and Kisa Gotami in

e B e e N e e R e dealing with their losses, comparing them. You may begin:

who had stolen the rest. The heLpers were blamed: that One acknowLedges That Lencho had unwavering Taith in God

| s the irony. whereasKisa-Gotami-in-hergrief, believed-that-herson—-——

however " (A letter to God and The Serman at Benares)

CBSE 2025 - 2/4/1 In what manner did Lencho's cornfield (100-120 words) 6]

suffer damage? Did he have any expectations of receiving Ans. One acknouledges that Lencho had unwavering

faith in God, whereas Kisa Gotami in her grief believed

Y Y That her son could be brought back o life; however, the
|| hailstones "as large as new silver coins” fell for an ; e rirds-of fort—then it

hour, destroying the corn and flowers completely.

Lencho had one hope: hel.p from God. With sfrong faith,

hundred pesos. His faith was so strong that when he

he wrote fo God for a hundred pesos and expected a received seventy, he did not doubt God but blamed the

reply- post-office employees. His approach was hopeful but
" CBSE 2025 - 2/s/] ~Tiustrate Lencho s unwavering farthin innocent; he expected material help. Kisa Gotami

|| hope was “the help of God". He wrote to God for a where no one had died, she discovered that death is

hundred pesos and posted it. Receiving seventy, he was universal. Her grief turned into wisdom and acceptance.
not surprised and never doubted God; he wrote again, Lencho sought relief; Kisa gained understanding, which
bLammg the posT-m‘hce empLoyees as abunch of is the deeper lesson.

[ crooks CBSE 2025 - 2/2/1 Analyse and evaluate the role of faith

————————— (BSE 2026 - 2/I/) —tenchostasttetterto-Godshows——— A tettertoGodand“Fhe-Sermonat-Bemares —100=120———
| astute faith on one level and irony on another. Bring out words) [6]

the faith and the irony. (A Letter fo God) (40-50 words) /37 Ans. Faith quides the central characters of both fexts,

Ans. Faith: Lencho never doubted that God had sent the but in different ways. Lencho has unshakeable, simple

money; he wrote aqain asking for the remaining thirty faith in God. When hail destroys his crop, he writes fo

- pesos. Irony: he asked God not to send it by mail, God for a hundred pesos, and when the postmaster sends

b cause “l pﬁgl BIIiCe eiiiptﬁ ees were G bUIidi 5‘ hlm sevenTy ne does noT GOUDT (JOd (]T qlL lnsTeqd he
pesos for him. _cmgkLﬂjsimiilLs_cgmpleie_bjxtmnmniand—

unquestioning. Kisa Gotami goes to the Buddha with

faith that he can revive her dead son. The Buddha does

not perform a miracle; he sends her to find mustard

Seed from a house where no one has died. Her search

—Leads-herto-understandthat-death-is-commontoal———

wisdom and acceptance. Faith comforts both, but only

Kisa's leads fo enlightenment.

Free sample - Class 10 English (CBSE 184, 2026-27) - notesbazar.in 9
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CBSE 2025 - 2/3/I Comment on the reactions and CBSE 2026 - 2/2/I How do Lencho ("A Letter to G# afd”

feelings of Lencho and Nelson Mandela when they faced Kisa Gotami ("The Sermon at Benares") respond fo

c|ialtenges in their tives. (H Lefterto God and Netson suﬂermg and toss? How did Iliey overcome their tosses?

|| courage. When a hailstorm destroys Lencho's crop, he is Lencho loses his entire corn crop to a hailstorm. Though
sad but does not despair. His faith in God is so complete sad, he does not lose hope; with complete faith in God he

" | that he writes to God for a hundred pesos. When he writes a letter asking for a hundred pesos. The

[ receives only seventy, he Is angry, noT with God, but postmaster and stait send him sevenTy pesos, and he

‘ ks Hi ton is. i t and ionl I b of l for the. missi Ki

|| Mandela faced the far greater challenge of apartheid, Gotami loses her only son and, mad with grief, carries
which denied freedom o his people. He felt anger and his body from house to house seeking medicine. The

] pain but furned them into a lifelong struggle, accepting Buddha asks her to bring mustard seed from a house
prison and separation from his family. He learnt that where no one has died. She finds none and realises That

———coumge-r's "+h3 +1r-|”th over—Fe J]'" 4t boH - to-al—St | of

|| on God; Mandela on struggle and sacrifice, but both from outside; Kisa finds peace within.
refuse to give up. CBSE 2026 - 2/4/I Compare "A Letter to God" and "The
CBSE 2025 - 2/4/1  Analyse the similarities and Black Aeroplqne". Examine how both stories show that help
differences between the young seaqull ("Two Stories about  can come in unexpected forms. (100-120 words) 6]
Flying J-and Lencho (A Letter To God "), and explain the Ans. In both stories someone in crisis receives help

—WMWWWMW

_Ans. Similarities: both face acrisis that threatens—_ hail and-writes to-God-for a-hundred pesos-The help———

|| their survival: the seaqull is hungry and alone on the actually comes from the postmaster and his staff, who
| ledge; Lencho has lost his whole crop. Both finally collect seventy pesos so as not o shake his faith;
overcome it. Differences: the seaqull lacks faith in Lencho never knows who helped him and even blames

himself; he believes his wings will not support him and them. In "The Black Aeropl,ane the pilotis lostina

7——ms+b€pmhwwmngemmmmmrﬁrwkﬂniﬁhmmﬁhm+mmmmtd+hﬁwﬁ—

—

|| from the start; he calmly writes asking for help and is runway. Later the control-room woman says no other
sure it will. come. Role of faith: faith gives hope and aeroplane was flying, so the helper remains

B courage when all seems lost. The seogull,'s success shows unexplained, perhaps divine. In both stories help arrives
The power of Taith in oneself; Lencho's shows faith in a Trom where it is least expected, rewarding faith and

7——Ln-ad¥en$dy—£a¢hkeap;usgmg—unidrhal,pomipengih— unthanke.

arrives.
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CBSE 2026 - 2/S/I How does Lencho's faith in God in "A

Letter to God" contrast with the scepticism of Kisa Gotami

in The Sermon at Benares ¢ Support your answer with
Aodmil o (/mn 120 Laeds) [61

g Tuit oy TUU— 10U WUTUJ7

| Anws. lencho has unqupqﬁoning faith. When hail

|| destroys his crop, he writes directly fo God for a

hundred pesos, sure that God will help. When he gets

seventy, his faith remains intact; he suspects the post-

office employees ot stealing The rest. Kisa Gotami, by

| . . T
—contrast is-drivenbygrief-and-doubt-Unwittingto

'
nrrpp+ her son s death _she goes from house to house

seeking medicine; people think she has Lost her senses.

She approaches the Buddha hoping for a cure, and his

task, mustard seed from a house where none has died,

sLowLy removes her denial and leads her To accep'r That

atwh L L L 1 Lole Lol L
MU UTC DUTTTITIVUST UTC. LTTICTIV S TUTTIT T vel bllullﬂc:

]
and exped’q amiracle: Kisas qpnrrhmg doubt ends in

wisdom and inner peace.

| What the board asked (16 papers, 2024

2026)
— Type 2024 | 2028 | 2026 | Total
L Extract-based questions 0 1 1 2
|| Short answer questions 2 2 1 5
|| Long answer questions 1 3 3 1
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Quick-reference sheet

— point

— author,

genre

setti ng

hope

| rain=7?

hail = ?

loss

the letter

postmaster

— sent
— reaction

L irony

remember

G.L. Fuentes (1893-1966), Mexican; short story,
third person

a lone house on the crest of a low hill in a valley in
rural Mexico

rain for the ripe corn; looked af the sky fo the
north-east

“new coins’: big drops fen cent pieces, Little ones
fives

“new silver coins’, “frozen pearls”; field "white, as
if covered with salt”

not a leaf left; corn destroyed; “A plague of
locusts would have left more”

Sunday; asks God for 100 pesos to sow again and
Live fill the crop

fat, amiable; “What faith!"; staff, own salary,
friends

a little more than half: 10 pesos; signed “God"
no surprise; angry at the count; second letter

helpers called “a bunch of crooks”; "don't send it
through the mail”

16)

_ Set1

__§ The man went out for no other reason than to have the
pleasure of feeling the rain on his body, and when he
returned he exclaimed, “These aren't raindrops falling
from the sky, they are new coins. The big drops are fen
— cent pieces and the little ones are fives." D

6 )vibr-dict el 265} Name-the-aare-of-speechr i “H

new coins'. (iii) Why did he compare raindrops to coins? (iv) Choose

the correct option: Lencho's mood here is (a) anxious (b) joyful (c)

angry (d) sad.
—Set2

| Al through the night, Lencho thought only of his one -
—1 hope: the help of God, whose eyes, as he had been S
instructed, see everything, even what is deep in one's
conscience. Lencho was an ox of a man, working like an
animal in the fields, but still he knew how to write.

(i) What was Lencho's "one hope™? (ii) Explain "an ox of a man”. (jii)

What did Lencho do the following Sunday?
Set 3.

It was the postman himself who handed the letter fo him

while the posfmqsi‘er, experiencing the contentment of

a man who has performed a good deed, Looked on from

his office. Lencho showed not the sLi9h+es# surprise on —
seeing the money; such was his confidence — but he

became angry when he counted the money.

(i) Why did the postmaster feel contentment? (ii) Why was Lencho

not surprised? (iii) Why did he become angry? (iv) Choose the word

e tho oyt 4 bt anc "caticfantian
e eXTracT ar MeahsS—SarSTacTon—
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Practice set: test yourself exam-style

wjwy

Try every question before looking at the answers on page 16. 29 or more out of 36 means you are ready for the board.

C.Very short answer (I mark each)

1

3. The biq raindrops were “ten cent pieces” and the little

H | ohrhr\ Q¥row ||v\r\?
%MW%#%—#WMW ______ g O SE+ S-gFowing=

> Lencho Looked ot the. sky touards # > \hat did Lencho's wife reply fo " Ly q0ing to gef

some water"?

ones were

3. What destroyed the crop?

4. The boys ran out fo collect the "frozen ______

4. What was the famiLy's “single hope"?

5. After the hail the field was white, as if covered with

5. On which day did Lencho write his letter?

6. What did tencho write on the envetope?

1

2. The hail fell for about an hour.

2. Why did Lencho need a hundred pesos?

3. Lencho said locusts would have left more than the hail.

3. Why did the postmaster turn serious after laughing at

4. Lencho could not read or write.

the letter?

5. The postmaster laughed at the letter and threw it away.

4. "He needed some+hin9 more than goodwiU,, ink and

6. The postmaster gave part of his own salary.

8 PN g legd ~ad L omd Ll P S .....-:I

puper." Exptaim:

T. Lencho was surprlsed Iorecelveliiemoney. r-aeesLencho-sreaetic SR i abou

him?

] A sl
T LencnoasKeaduoa To-Ssena tTne rest UY LRI 11"

6. What did Lencho write in his second letter?

1. Why is the pos‘l‘mas’rer's contentment at the end

touching?

8. What is the signiﬁcqnce of the title "A Lefter o God 7

- Hy score (fil in after checking the answers)

Section A/8 B/8 Cc/8

My marks

F/12 G (bonus) Total /36

Rough work
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E. Long answer (6 marks each)

G. HOTS (higher-order thinking)

wjwy

Answer in 100-120 words.

1. Was the postmaster right to sign the letter "God"? Give

4 " Ll 4 "o 1 A LL . L
I, TUItim cun tove tThountaims. 1[Ow does A Letier 10 G0U

illustrate this?

your Vview.
AT
1 aid

2. Write a character sketch of the postmaster.

ken YN 1Y | O | I | { o d o 1 | I N I
<. Wlly [019) yuu TR LCTICHO TTUSTEd GUU LUHIIJLGIULY ou

?
not trust Ir_\enrr'.l e

3. Describe how Lencho's hopes rise and fall in the course

3. What do you think the postmaster felt when he read the

of the story.

second letter?

4. Imagine you are the postmaster. Write a diary entry on

* Exam tip: In 100-120-word answers, open with one line

The d(ly you read Lencno's second leTter.

that answers the question directly, give three points with a

F. Intertextual Tong answer (6 marks

quoted phrase each, and end with a one-line conclusion.

Examiners mark content, organisation and accuracy of

each)

language.

1. Compare the way Lencho ("A Letter to God") and Kisa

Gotami (" The Sermon at Benares™) deal with loss.

. n
2 Hetpcomes fromunexpected quartersin Atetterto

God" and "The Black Aarnrl_\|nna" rnmpnro
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20 MCQs e

] I} 1}
1. Lencho s house was: 11."An ox of a man' sugges+s Lencho was:

(a) in the middle of a town (b) beside a river (c) the only  (a) foolish (b) lazy (c) very hard-working (d) cruel

one in the entire valley (d) one of many on the hill

12. Lencho asked for the money in order fo:

2. The only thing the earth needed was: (a) sow his field again and Live until the crop came (b)
(a) a downpour or at least a shower (b) ferfiliser (c) buy a house (c) pay a debt (d) go to town
sunshine (d) seeds 13. "Amiable” means:

3. Lencho knew his fields: (a) angry (b) friendly and pleasant (c) greedy (d) fat
(a) slightly (b) from books (c) not at all (d) infimately 44 T, postmaster answered the letter so as to:

4. Lencho compared the raindrops to: (a) earn praise (b) play a joke (c) not shake the writer's

(Q) pearts (B) new coins (C) diamonds (d) fears farthinGod (d) pu'”s“ tencho

5. "The field of ripe corn ... draped in a curtain of rain” 5. The postmaster could collect:

sttt wasr————————————————————{a) the-full-hundred pesos-{b-tem pesos-{crnothing {d)a——

—_(g_)_d,py_(_b_)wgd_ujﬂ;_;gj_p_(c_)_ﬂ,ggdg:{ (d) burnt little mare than half

] i i not the slightest surprise (b) qreat surprise (c) fear

% For howlong did the hail fall? (d) tears of joy

(a) an hour (b) a few minutes (c) all night (d) two days 1%. Lencho became angry because:

8 "The field uas white. s if covered with salt" is.a: (a) the money was less than he had asked for (b) the

(a) metaphor (b) personification (c) simile (d) hyperhal® letter was late (c) the postman was rude (d) the stamp

was wrong
9. Lencho said a plague of would have left more
than this 18. Lencho called the post-office empLoyees:
(a) rats (b) floods (¢) birds (d) Locusts (a)-angets (b) foots (c) kind peopte (d) a bunch of crooks

10. The fqmil.y's singl.e hope . A 19. The ending of the s1‘ory is an exampLe of:

/1 £1N - £\ 0 11 (AL N 1
\a) SUSPBHSE D) ITOI'\Y \C/ Lasnback \a) Trageay

(a) the government (b) help from God (c) a bank Loan

(d) Thefr neighbours 20. The story 1s set in:

(o) Spain-tb-india (e} Mexico () F

1 (c) -2 () -3 -a) -Sh) 6 -7C) 3() 90 -10C%h) - 1l)- 12 () 13h)- 14

) 1s@) 16 ()17 (a) - 18 ()19 ) - 20 ()

Assertion—Reason (6)

(a) Both true, R explains A. (b) Both true, R does not explain A. (c) A true, R talse. (d) A talse, R true.

2. A: The postmaster signed the letter "God". R: He wanted Lencho o know who had helped him.

3. A: Lencho was not surprised fo receive the money. R: He was confident that God would answer his letter.

4. A: Lencho thanked the post-office employees. R: They had collected money for him.

A - He believe e i P
a o

Key: 1 (a) -2 (c) -3 () 4 SC)- 6 ()
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Answers g

Extract sets. Set 1: (i) only for the pleasure of feeling the rainon  E.1. Lencho's faith makes him write fo God; it moves the postmaster

his body (ii) metaphor (iii) rain meant a good harvest, and the to collect money; the “mountain” of loss is partly overcome; faith

harvest meant money (iv) (b). Set 2: (i) the help of God (i) he was  works through people (p. 2-3) 2. amiable, sensitive, generous,

y

(iv) he wrote a letter to God asking for a hundred pesos and posted  qood deed (p. 3) 3. hope (rain) — joy (new coins) — despair (hail)

it in town. Set 3: (i) he had done a good deed: saved Lencho's faith — hope (God) — confidence (money) — anger (seventy pesos) 4.

and |ietpea him (H) he was sure God woutd send the money (lll) the dlary: daie;Joy tast Sunday; shock and hurt at a bunch of crooks ;

mon_em]s_smnb/_p_es_qs_ngj_a_hmdmdﬁﬂ_mnienimgn# Laughs at the irony: no regre‘l‘- his faith is safe

A. 1. crest 2. north-east 3. fives 4. pearls 5. salt 6. pesos F. amiable  F. 1. Lencho trusts God for material help and gets it from people;

8. seventy Kisa seeks a miracle buf finds wisdom: death is common to all; one
B. '] F (fhe onl_y one) 2 T 3 T l.' F (he knew how +0 er’e) 5 F (he 9eTS reliet, The other underSTand"\g Z. LenChOIS heLP comes from
an arad i Q o beatio ho ool ne postTmastey:; |‘|o omam erio black aeroplane: both

C. 1. corn 2. "Yes, God willing." 3. @ hailstorm 4. help from God 5. the helpers stay unknown; help comes where Least expected
following Sunday 6. "To God" ¥. "God" 8. with a blow of his fist G. 1. own view: yes, it saved his faith and avoided embarrassment; or:

D- 1. S+r0n9 Wind, Large hGiLS“'OneS for an hour; field white as SGH’, no 1T was decepTlon, Tnougn Kind Z. his Taith was learnt and Total; he had

f na EXPEI.IEDCB of the ng] mfgpq' kindness: noar neanle often
leaves, corn and Ttowers des roye P . TO SOW NIS e GgQI a L UL

; is famil 4L 4 3. he was moved by Lench o's distrust officials 3. hurt, then amused; satisfied that Lencho's faith

faith ("What faith!") and wished he had it 4. he needed money: RGN R L

goodwill alone could not answer the letter 5. complete confidence in

Gadonai il 4 emoced mnannlg / al vond veached
G0, ATV e, QuiCATO—SUSpLCTPLOPC U ONty —SCVETTY PSS USTeacnta

him; send the rest, not by mail; employees are crooks . he helped

quietly, took no credit, and was happy only fo have done good 8. p. 3

Last-night summary

e G.L. Fuentes; rural Mexico; Lencho's Lone house on a hill; ripe corn needs rain.

® Rain = "new coins’; then an hour of hail ("frozen pearls”): field white as salt, corn destroyed.
— @ "Aplague of locusts would have left more than this"; single hope: help from God. —_—
® "An ox of a man" writes to God for 100 pesos; postman and amiable postmaster read it: “What faith!"

® Postmaster collects 10 pesos (staff, own salary, friends), signs "God", feels contentment.

® Lencho: no surprise, then anger; second letfer: send the rest, not by mail, employees are “a bunch of crooks".
— ® Themes: faith, humans vs nature, kindness, irony; conflicts: human-nature, human-human. —_—
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