FREE SAMPLE | Buy the complete pack at notesbazar.in | page 1 of 13
\ /2D

Class 11 - Englich Core - Hornbill - Prose 1 o

Chapter |

e A

Khushwant Singh - NCERT Hornbill, Reprint 2026-2% - CBSE 2026-21 IR

old, religious, “always beautiful" village - city - university

Portrait of a Lady

The sparrows %% The drum and the end % % %
N happiest half-hour; silent mourning no prayer one evening; peaceful death =
About the author Colour code used
Khushwant Singh (1915-2014) was a well-known Indian novelist, red = key term green = definition

historian, journalist and humorist, editor of The Mustrated Weekly — purple = sub-heading black = explanation

of India, and author of Train fo Pakistan. This Is an affectionate pen-  purple Kalam = atine quoted from the fext

trait of bis arandmother uritten § ing thei

changing relationship from his childhood in the village to her death. X Exam tip: Class Htiexampattern for Hornbill: one prose

extract (3 marks), short answers (3 marks, 40-50 words) and a

What is inside long answer (6 marks, 120-150 words). Most asked here: the
1. Concept notes: story in brief, themes, characters, key lines (p. | three phases of the relationship, why the grandmother was
2-4) disturbed, her character, the sparrows.

< NCEKT exercises, Tuly Sy \PRgg Theme in one line: a loving bond between a boy and his deeply

— Chapter map Gk = most important for exams) S

. The grandmother %% % Three phases %% -

| 3. Importantexamquestions, fully solved (p. 3-8) — '
L 7 religious grandmother, which loosens as he grows up and modern

4. Quick-reference sheet and 3 extract-based sets; practice A-G, . vi.n tes 4} v Lococ ite affortinn
20 MCQ@s, 6 A-R, answers, summary (p. 3-13)

|| The three phases (NCERT asks this) —

—, | phase | where relationship —
— (1 village constant companions: she wakes him, takes him fo the temple school, feeds the village dogs ——
S city, English school “a turning-point": she cannot help with lessons; dislikes science and music; feeds sparrows S
1 [ 3 university he gets his own room: “the common link of friendship was snapped"; she accepts seclusion __

after abroad 5 years, return | no tears at parting; on his return she sings with a drum, then dies peacefully
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I.) The story in brief %% g

E—— (Y] [y ap
—The grandwmother Phase 3~ The university

e The author s 9randmo’rher had been old and wrinkled Tor e AT umversrry he go’r a room of his own:  The common

children; her stories of childhood games seemed absurd, wheel and reciting prayers from sunrise to sunset.
like “the fables of the Prophets”. o In the afternoon she fed the sparrows; hundreds
e His grandfather's portrait (big turban, long white qathered, “a veritable bedlam of chirrupings”, perching

beard) made him look “af least a hundred years old”, not  on her legs, shoulders and head. It was "the happiest

thekind-of-man-to-havea-wife-and-chitdren: hatf-hour of the day" for her-

»_She was short fat and slightly bent: her face “a criss . .
Going abroad and coming back

cross of wrinkles running from everywhere to

everywhere". She hobbled in spotless white, one handon  * When he Left for ve years abroad. she showed no

emotion at The station; her Lips moved in prayer. She

her waist, the other felling the beads of her rosary, lips

Like"4he-winter Land i bl l e But she met him on his return, “did not look a day
¢ hit ity breathi ' 4 older”, clasped him while reciting prayers, and fed the

contentment" sparrows longer, with “frivolous rebukes".

¢ That evening she did not pray: she gathered the

were good friends. She woke him, recited her morning home-comingq of warriors. It was the first time he had

prayer while bathing and dressing him, gave him his known her not to pray.

slate, ink-pot and pen, and a stale chapatti with butter Her death and the sparrows

and sugar.

L L Mt e Next morning she had a mild fever; the doctor said it
® SIIB We“l W'“l h“” lO “le SC|I00l: CIHGC‘Ied |° “'e IUIIIPW, S

would pass, but she said her end was near. Having

read the qrrip‘l’urpq inside while children learnt the

alphabet and prayer, and fed stale chapattis to the omitted to pray, she would not waste more time talking.

vill.age dogs, who followed them home grouling and She lay praying and telling her beads until her lips

fighting. stopped-and-the Tosary fell fromher tifetessfingersy o

"
oo —spread on-her face
rface.

e _She was Laid on the ground in a red shroud. In the

Phase 2 - The city ("a turning-point")

e In the city he went to an English school by motor bus; evening, in the golden light of sunset, thousands of
she could not go with him. With no dogs in the streets, sparrows sat silently on the verandah and in her room.
she fook o feeding sparrows in the courtyard. “There was no chirruping.” They ignored the bread the
— | _* Shewasunhappy withwhathe tearntEngtishwords, the — mother threw, and tewaway quietty when the body was—

round. She could not help him, did not believe in these into the dustbin.

things, and was distressed that there was no teaching

about God and the scriptures.

e When he fook music lessons, she was very disturbed:

music had tewd associations , the monopoty of hartofs

| Mol g L she.rarel

talked to him after that
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1.2 Themes, title and characters %

—Thewes

1TA changlng rel.aﬂonshlp: Trom inseparable companions
) Illlbu:llll!j wWwye.

2 Generation. aao: braditionaL-relicious vl

Western, scientific education.

3. Old age and acceptance: she accepts loneliness and

death with dignity and resignation.

4. Faith and spirituality: prayer, rosary, scriptures shape

her whote tife:

silent 9rief at her death

;‘ | . [} | -lll, . -I |_ . - F |
—_auihoﬁ:_gmndmnibar;her_LQle habits, faith and

character. The word “Lady” shows respect: she is dignified,

graceful and strong. Like the grandfai'her's portrait above

the mantelpiece, this portrait preserves her memory.

% Exam tip: For "Was she a strong character?” give
instances: she accepts seclusion with resignation; shows no

emotion at parting; disapproves silently but firmly; foretells
her death calmly; dies praying.

) )
cwnaracters

The grandmother

Deeply religious (always praying, rosary, scriptures,
temple school); kind and loving (cares for the boy,
feeds dogs and sparrows); traditional (dislikes English
education and music); dignified and strong (accepts
loneliness, shows no sentiment, faces death calmly);
“always beautiful” in her serenity.

The author (Khushwant Singh)

As a child he loves her and depends on her; as he grows,
modern education draws him away. Yet he remembers
her with affection, humour and deep respect, and is
moved by her death.

The sparrows

Her companions in loneliness; at her death thousands
sit in silence and ignore the bread: a moving symbol of
love returned.

The grandfather and the parents

The grandfather is only a portrait; the parents live in
the city and later fake the boy there.

————————————————————————————————————Threereasons—she-wasdisturbed—————

NCERT)

A\ AJ

ey D T (Enetish:

She did not believe in Western science; there was no feaching

about God and the scriptures.

He was faught music, which she associated with harlots and

nnnnnnn
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1.3 Key lines explained and words %

- v nertoves

her as anything but old.

“#sfor my grandmother being young and pretty, the
n . .

"Her face was a criss-cross of wrinkles running from

everywhere to everywhere.” Humorous exaggeration of her age.

“She could mever have been pretty; but she was always

S LT S N

" Jike the winter landscape in the mountains, an expanse

of pure white serenity breathing peace and contentment."

Simile: white clothes, white hair, calm spirit.

That Was a tummg—pmm 17 ouav 777?77d3t77p. he move to

| thecity began the distance

"The common link of friendship was snapped." At university

they Lived separate Lives.

sparrows around her.

"My grandmother accepted her seclusion with
. . ‘” S' o | . | | |. 55
II.“ s ! “ E ! . . ‘” I‘ . . E

an expanse of pure white

serenity

a furning-point

accepted her seclusion with

resignation

a veritable bedlam of

chirrupings

frivolous rebukes

the sagging skins of the

dilapidated drum
hobbled / puckered / pallor

"...| cherished the moist imprint as perhaps the last sign

Style and devices

a wide, calm, peaceful whiteness

a fime of important change

accepted Loneliness without
complaint

a real uproar of bird calls

light-hearted, playful scolding

the loose, worn skins of an old,

broken drum

walked with difficulty / wrinkled

/ paleness

2D ny
nese J
expression meaning in the text
the thought was almost the idea was nearly disqusting,
revolting unacceptable I

of physical contact between us." He feared he would not see

Gentle humour: the grandfather tooked as If he could onty have

Lots and lots of 9mndchildren"

frer-agaim.

"There was no glq[[[up[u)g " The Sparrows mol rned her :ilpn‘H\’l

e Simile: Like the winter landscape; hyperbole: wrinkles “from

everywhere fo everywhere”.

Contrast: preffy vs beautiful; prayer vs singing; noisy vs sitent

SPDYYOWS

Past perfect for the distant past ("She had been old...").

( ; . )
X Don't do this: She sang of the home-coming of warriors,
not a festival. The sparrows were silent and ignored the bread.
He went abroad for five years.
. J
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NCERT exercises, fully solved

[ .
.

1 Thg_ﬂ;mgg_Pbasgs_gf_ﬂ;;e author's relationchin with hic
g 1. Nofice the past perfect forms.
grandmother before he left the country to study abroad. , T

Ans. (1) Village: ions; i . e e e T e
ns. (1) Village: constant companions; she got him ready, went |\ e i oo taught”, "had Ut the past perfect (had

To The Temple school with him, and They Ted the village doqs L. .
P i ge dog + past parf/aple) shows an action completed before another

|~ Together.(2) City: a furning-paint; she cauld naf accompany past fime; 11 15 used o recount the distant past.

him to the English school or help with lessons, and disapproved

of science and music; they talked less. (3) University: he got his Things to do

] I ’ 1. Write a short description of someone you liked a lot.

accepted her seclusion.

. yngl moTher was a Yy woman W Sitve

t the text hair tied in o neat bun and spectacles that kent slipping down

her nose. Every summer vacation | stayed with her in her old

this?

house in Ajmer. She woke at dawn, lit a lamp before the tulsi

b whiberak ——

e e e afternoons she taught me to play cards and cheated cheerfully

rosary; she recited her morning prayer while getting him ready; when she was losing. Every evening she sat on the ferrace and

T .I I : o fed the squirrels, who knew her voice. She never raised her voice
school without teaching about God; she prayed while spinning; . .

she prayed even at the station and on his return; she died passed away three years aqo, but whenever | smell ghee parathas

| | praymg Tegretting fheone evening she fiad missed prayer: I can still hear her humming.

I hi”i(ing about ianguage 2. Three reasons why the author's grandmother was disturbed when

1-4. Lanquage used with the grandmother; your own; "a dilapidated e city-schoot:

drum™in-yot-tanguage:-homecoming-somg Ans. (1) She could not help him with his lessons in English. (2)
Ans. (1) Most likely Puniabi (the family was Sikh andfrom She did not believe in the Western science taught there and was

Punjab), not English. (2) Sample: Hindi / the home language, disfressed WAL Hasne +eqc.hing Ly Go'd CIISUE

=FpTHres e Wasqive t essons,w e-associared

which elders understand and which carries respect and affection.

with harlots and beqgqars.

folk song “Ghar agja pardesi", about a loved one returning home. 2. Describe the changing relationship between the author and his

grandmother. Did their feelings change?

Working with words : A P
S. InThe village They wWere Inseparable Triends. In The CITy

| | Match the senses of "fell” the English school, sci . Ldi A

Ans. "felling the beads” = count while reciting (2); "I would tell university the link snapped and they lived separate lives. But

her English words" = make something known in words (1); "at their feelings did not change: she kissed him at parting, met

hier age one coutd never tell = be sure (3); She totd s that her himrat-the stattonafter five years cetebrated-his Teturnwith—————

|| end was near” = give information to somebady (4) song, and he remembers her with deep Love and respect.

Il. Locate "take to" and "take ill". 3. Three ways in which the author’s grandmother spent her days
Ans. "she took to feeding sparrows in the courtyard of our city after he grew up.
|| house” (began it as a habit); "The next morning she was taken Ans. (1) Spinning at her spinning-wheel from sunrise fo

— e e
1 Tick 4 le that ref £ alki (3) Feeding the sparrows in the afternoon, the happiest half-

Ans. shuffle, stride, waddle, swagger, frudge (also slog, in the hour of her day.

sense of walking with effort). Not walking: haggle, ride, wriggle,

paddLe (paddLe = walk in shallow water; also accepTabLe).
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3. Would you agree that the grandmother was a person strong in

character ¢ Give Instances.

no emotion when he left for five years; disapproved firmly but

- silently of music; held to her faith in a changing world; foretold

— || terdeathrcatmty and refused towaste fer tasthours; and-died

ppnrpfully praying. Her s+ren9+h Lay in quie+ dignH’y

4. The odd way in which the author's grandmother behaved just

before she died.

Ans. On the evening of his return she did not pray tor the first

thumped an old drum, singing of the home-coming of warriors.

Next morning, though the doctor called her fever mild, she said

her end was near and, retusmg To Talk, prayed until she died.

] . e P
Y4 Have you krown someone tike the grandmother? Do you feeta

sense of loss?

Ans. Sample: My grandfather, a retired teacher, woke at five,

read the Gita, fed the pigeons on the roof and told me stories

_ : L L
. DPGIII Ture e

alone with his books. When he passed away last year, the pigeons

kept coming o the roof for days. | miss his stories and his calm

Bl presence, and | feel the same loss the author describes.

5. Theway in which The sparrows expressed Their sorrow when The

author's grandmother died

Ans. Thousands of sparrows sat silently on the verandah and in

| her room around her body; there was no chirruping. They

ignored the bread crumbs thrown 1o them and flew away quietty

when her body was carried away.
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Important exam questions, fully solved

Exam-style questions in the Class 11 pattern (prose extract 3 marks; short answer 3 marks, 40-50 words; long answer 6 marks, 120-150 words), each with a

complete model answer.

A. Extract-based questions (3 marks) All over the verandah and in her room right up to where

she lay dead and stiff wrapped in the red shroud,

—] She had QLWOYS been short and fat and sl.ighﬂy bent. Her | thousands of sparrows sat scattered on the floor. There ——

- face was a criss-cross of wrinkles running fr'om —1 was no chirruping. We felt sorry for the birds and my A
everywhere fo everywhere. No, we were certain she had mother fetched some bread for them.

always been as we had known her. Old, so terribly old — —
| that she could not have grown older, and had stayed at (i) Why were the sparrows there? (ii) What does "There was

the same age for fwenty years. no chirruping” show? (iii) How did the sparrows react to the

bread? [3]

(i) What do "criss-cross of wrinkles running from

everywhere fo everywhere" sugqest? (ii) Why were the Ans. (i) They had come to mourn the grandmother who

children certain she had always been old? (iii) Identify the nad Ted Them every ady. \ll/ The birds Were stentin

literary device in the second sentence. 3] gt Y 3 G Y
of it gnd flew away quietly when her body was carried off.
_A'WT("‘)‘H_f—d_U._"FH—er ace was covered att over Wi

they could not imagine her youna. (iii) Hyperbole

[ ol el i A ol (5 L RN N L
Wlly wWUS 111 UGUTTiuTr S5 Hl urnaimoner utwuyb vcuutrnul

+hn|19h she "could neyer_htme_been_ptetb/_—"'? 3]

(exaggera’rion, used humorousl.y).

When | went up to University, | was givenaroomof my | Ans. Prettiness is outward, and she was old, bent and
own. The common Link of friendship was snapped. My

grandmother accepted her seclusion with resignation.

wrinkled. But she was beautiful in spirit: dressed in

spotless white, with silver hair, praying constantly, she
She rareLy left her spinning-wheel, to talk o anyone.

~ | radiatfed peace and contentment, Like "the winter

) bk s tinkcof friendshin"2-6it)-What . s reahit
e "nccented her seclusion with resihation reveal ghoud T trorn 4 ond

her? (jii) How did she spend her time now? [31 goodness.

Ans. (i) The shared room and daily companionship that Why was the move to the city "a turning-point" in their

had kept them together. (ii) She accepted loneliness friendship? [3]

calmly, without complaint: she was strong and dignified. Ans. In the city he went to an English school by motor

B Spinning at e heet and recrir gprayers fror bus, so she no Longer accompamed him. She could not

———sunrise-to-sunset,-and leedlng A in-the heLp with his lessons, dlsapproved oT science and music,

|| afternoon. " teqchi F Godt =3 | I

bt spert Less i ber andtheir friondshio

to weaken.

How did the qrandmother react when the author went abroad

and when he returned? [31

Ans. At the station she showed no emotion; her Lips

moved in prayer and she silently kissed his forehead.

—onhisteturmafter five yearsshemethimatthe

tation. clasped bism while praying, fod

longer, and that evening celebrated by singing of
warriors’ home-coming on an old drum.
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How did the grandmother know her end was near, and how did Trace the changing relationship between the author e

she face it? L2 grandmother. Did their love change? 6]
| Ans. Though the doctor called her fever mild, she ~Ans. The relationship passes through clear sfages. Tn

— —sensed-herendperhaps-because-she-had missed-her—————the-vittage-they-were-good-friendsand-constantty————

— | prayersthe previous evening She refused fo waste time | together: she woke and dressed him, went with him to

|| talking, lay peacefully praying and telling her beads the temple school and shared the chapattis with the
until her Lips stopped and the rosary fell. She faced dogs on the way home. The move fo the ci’ry was "a
| death with calm faith and acceptance. Jrurning-poini’". He went fo an English school by bus; she

C Long answer questions (6 marks 120- could not heLp with Engtlsh or science and was disturbed
N )

1S0 words) Al ' 7 ~ATuniversity

be cof b " link of

Draw a character sketch of the author's grandmother. lé1 friendship was snapped”; she accepted her seclusion with

Ans. The grandmother is the centre of Khushwant resignation, spinning and praying. Yet their love never
N Singh's affectionate portrait. Physically she is shorf, died. She kissed him silently when he left for five years
| faf, bentand deepLy wrinkled, dressed in spo‘rLess white, and meT him on his return; that evening she celebrated

I "l | |.F Illl F‘ . .5‘ . .” I l ‘:F‘ ” L | - I

|| reads scriptures and is upset that the English school in form but not in feeling.

teaches nothing about God. She is loving and caring: she

brings up the boy in the village, takes him to school and

teeds the wquge dogs and later the Sparrows, which

I herin hundreds—She.s-Hradiional

di:nlnlnroving of Western science and of music. She is

stronq and dignified: she accepts her loneliness with

resignation, shows no emotion at parting, and

celebrates his return with joyful song. Finally she

Toresees her death caLmLy and dies praying, mourned

- bt N traihof auiet faith

| love and inner s‘l’reng‘l’h
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Quick-reference sheet

| Tpoimt remember __Extract-based practice (answers on p.

— author Khushwant Singh; affectionate pen-portrait of his 13 )
grandmother _ Set1

|| looks old for 20 years; short, fat, bent; wrinkles; —1 My grandmother always went fo school with me because ——

spotless white; rosary the school was attached to the 1'empLe. The pries’r +augh+
us the alphabet and the morning prayer. While the

children sat in rows on either side of the verandah

beauty “never ... pretty; but ... always beautiful’; winter
— landscape simile —

|| village femple school; slate, ink-pot; stale chapattis; — singing the alphabet or the prayer in a chorus, my _

n village dogs I grandmother sat inside reading the scriptures. |

n city “a turning-point’; English school, motor bus; (i) Why did the grandmother go to school with the author? (ii) What
sparrows did the priest teach? (iii) What was the grandmother doing

| disturbed English, gravity, Archimedes, round world; no God; meanwhile?

| by music e

| university | own room; “link ... snapped”; seclusion with ]
T One day | announced that we were being given music
resignation; spinning-wheel
— R S : —1 lessons. She was very disturbed. To her music had lewd ~——
B sparrows hq verifable bedlam of chirrupings’; happiest half- | associations. It was the monopol.y of harlots and
our beggars and not meant for gentlefolk. She said nothing
— abroad five years; no emotion; "moist imprint 1 but her WAMGTt disapproval. —
— return “did not Look a day older”; frivolous rebukes

(i) Why was the grandmother disturbed? (ii) What does "lewd

| | last no prayer; drum; songs of home-coming of —assocm+mns—meun3—€nﬁ—Hw—d1d—she-show-her-dﬁappmvol:7—

evening warriors W
death mild fever; prays; rosary falls; red shroud; silent
— — In the evening a change came over her. She did not pray. ——
SPCITYOWS

She collected the women of the neighbourhood, got an

old drum and started fo sing. For several hours she

thumped the sagging skins of the dilapidated drum and

sang of the home-coming of warriors. ——

(1) whatwas the “change ? (ir) Why did she sing of warriors home=

coming? (iii) Choose the meaning of "dilapidated”: (a) new (b) old
and broken (c) loud (d) decorated.
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Practice set: test yourself exam-style .

Try every question before looking at the answers on page 13. 53 or more out of 66 means you are ready for the exam.

| A_Fill in the blanks (l wmark each C.Very short answer (I mark each)

)

wrinkled for years. 2. What did the grandmather give the author for

2. The grandmother always dressed in spotless ______ breakfast?
3. In the village, the school was attached fothe _____ 3. How did the author travel to the English school?
4. The grandmother fed stale chapattis fo the village 4. Name two things taught at the English school that upset
_______ her.
— | S-inthecity shetook tofeeding —————— : S5-what-did shedofrom sunrise tosunsetafter tewermtto———

8 . . & iversityu?
—%W‘*y-#h&eu*h% wWas g”e| 6-Fo6f el ||IS T

6. What did the author cherish at the station?

1. The author went abroad for years. 1. What did she sing about on the drum?

8. Her body was covered with a shroud. 8. What happened fo the bread crumbs the next morning?

B. True or false? (I mark each)

1. The children found it easy to imagine their

grandmother young.

2. The grandmother helped the author with his English

lessons.

3. She approved of the author s music Lessons.

A H A b be loLfd £ (N d
. neirrne wilt 1ur uvrt Vud.
— | 5. Feeding sparrows-was-the happiest half-hour of her day.

6. On the evening of his return she sang instead of

praying.

3. The doctor said her fever was serious.

8. The sparrows ate the bread thrown by the author's

mother.
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D. Short answer | (3 marks each) G. HOTS (higher-order thinking) g
1. Why did the author find it hard fo believe his 1. Was the grandmother right fo oppose music lessons?
grandmother had once been young and pretty? Give your view.
2.E 0 || | || U 0 . | || | . 2.‘” I ||- | || || ?
+hEJL|-u-a-93 3. Howcanthe \,lnl'l_htj'\ Lpor'_\ close to elderl \,l 'chil\,l
3. Why did the grandmother stop talking much to the members?

author in the city?

% Exam tip: Long answers: a direct opening line, three ——

4. Describe the scene when she fed the Sparrows. points with a quoted phrase each, a one-Line conclusion.

5. Why did the author think the kiss at the station might

E ”hﬂ+ is #he signi‘ﬁc - £dly Lill o2
. anceoT e 1Trmes

1 44 n I I 3 N
be Thelr lasT conTact? A sser thW*ReaSOW < '6}

(a) Both true, R explains A. (b) Both true, R does not explain A. (c)

Answer in 40-50 words

A-true, R fatse. (d) A fatse, R true.

school was attached to the temple.

2. A: The move to the city was a turning-point. R: She could no

author and his grandmother?

. . Longer qo To school with him.
2. 'The qrandmother was a person stronq in character.

Discuss.

4. A: She accepted her seclusion with resignation. R: She was

3. Describe the last day of the grandmoi‘her's life and the strong and dignified.

sparrows' mourning. 3. A: She did not pray on the evening of his refurn. K: She was

. celebrating his home-coming
WOTaST o J

A TP L V. T .Y
RISWET TIT 1TZU= 10U

_ 6. A: The sparrows ate the bread. R: They were hungry.
Fintertextuat-long-answer-6-marks Key: 1 (a) -2 () -3 () -4 (a)-5S(a)-6(d)

0 )
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t-Compare tow Tte Portraitof

a
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\
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Hy score (fil. in after checking the answers)

Section A/8 B /8 Cc/8 D /18 E /18 F/6 G (bonus) Total /66
My marks

Rough work
J
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20 MCQs i
1_"The Portrait of al nd\’/" is written h\’l- 11._At universH’y'
(a) Ruskin Bond (b) R.K. Narayan (c) Khushwant Singh (a) they grew closer (b) she visited daily (c) the
(d) Mulk Raj Anand common Link of friendship was snapped (d) she moved in
with him

2. The grandfather in the portrait looked at least:

(a) a hundred years old (b) fifty years old (c) seventy 12. She accepted her seclusion with:

years old (d) young (a) resignation (b) anger (c) fears (d) complaints
3. The grandmo+her's face was "a criss-cross of": 13. Her happiest half-hour was spent:

(a) Tines of light (b) smiles (c) scars (d) wrinkles (a) praying (b) Teeding sparrows (c) spinning (d) Talking
4. She was compared fo: 14. The author went abroad for:

(Q) a summer garaen (B) the winter tandscape i the (U) three Vem 5 (b) two yem 5 (C) five ?Em 5 (d) ten ?Em S
; ' 5. At The station she:

— | (a)gurdwarahall (b) femple (c) market (d) mosque emotion and prayed
0 ay-To 00 c a c apa 0 i e A-Sheedtrhe—ses

frivolous rebukes (b) anqger (c) silence rayers

(a)a furning-point in their friendship (b) a happy (a) home-coming of warriors (b) harvest (c) monsoon
change (c) a tragedy (d) a holiday (d) gods

8. The author went to the English school by: 18. She knew her end was near and:
(a) cycle (b) tonga (c) motor bus (d) foot (a) called a doctor (b) left home (c) sang again (d)

9. She was distressed that the EngLish school +qugh1' no’rhing refused fo waste time #aLking and prayed
about: 19. Her body was covered with a:
(a) sports (b) music (c) maths (d) God and the (a) white sheet (b) red shroud (c) shawl (d) flag
scripfures 20. The sparrows mourned her by:

10. To her, music was associated with: (a) chirping loudly (b) 1ying away at once (c) SITTINg In

soldiers

1(c)-2C) 3@ -4 -SW) -6 -7@) -3)-90)-10C) N{)-120) 130)- 14

() 1S@) 16 () 17 () 18 ) 19 ) - 20 ()
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Answers g

Extract sets. Set 1: (i) the school was attached to the temple (ii) the E. 1. temple vs English school; science vs scriptures; music;

alphabet and the morning prayer (iii) sitting inside reading the separate rooms (p. 2-3) 2. seclusion with resignation; no emotion at

scriptures. Set 2: (i) she thought music was not for respectable parting; firm s

ilent disapproval; calm death (p. 1) 3. drum, singing,

y

rarely falked fo him after that. Set 3: (i) she did not pray; she sang bread (p. 2)

with a drum (ii) fo celebrate her grandson's return home (iii) (b).  F. 1. both written from the memory of a dead loved one:

A. 1. fwenty 2. white 3. temple 4. dogs 5. sparrows 6. own 1. five 8. grandmother, mother; the portrait / the photograph preserve them;
cod

B.1.F2.F3.F4.F57T6. T%.F(mild)8.F the pain of time and loss

C. 1. big turban, loose clothes, long white beard, at Least a hundred G. 1. own view: her fear came from her fime's beliefs; music is an art

years old 2. a thick stale chapatti with butter and sugar 3. by motor 2. she had fed and loved them daily; animals sense love 3. talk daily,

bus . any two: £ng words, the taw ot gravity, A de

Principle, the world being round 5. spun at her spinning-wheel and

recited prayers 6. the moist imprint of her kiss on his forehead .

the home-coming of warriors 8. the sweeper swept them into the

diiadh:
UUSTOTIT

D. 1. she had looked old for 20 years: 9randfa+her Looked 100; her
childhood games seemed absurd 2. woke, bathed, dressed him with

prayer; slate, ink-pot; breakfast; school; dogs 3. she could not help

sparrows on legs, shoulders, head; "veritable bedlam”; she smiled 5.

he would be away five years; she was very old 6. p. 3

Last-night summary

e Khushwant Singh's portrait of his grandmother: old for twenty years, wrinkled, in white, praying; “never ... pretty; but ... always
— beautiful”. —
- ® Village: companions; temple school; dogs. City: “a turning-point"; English school; sparrows. —
e Disturbed by English, science (gravity, Archimedes), no God, and music ("harlots and beggars").
® University: “the common Link of friendship was snapped"; seclusion with resignation; spinning-wheel; sparrows, “bedlam of
chirrupings".
. ® Abroad five years: no emotion, a silent kiss; return: drum, songs of warriors home-coming, no prayer. —
o Mild fever; she foresees death, prays, dies; red shroud; thousands of silent sparrows ignore the bread.
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