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Thapi’er ’ Vive La
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Alphonse Daudet - NCERT Flamingo, Reprint 2026-2% - CBSE board 2027 ABNTREATIES

— Chapter Map (k = asked often in CBSE papers 2024-2026) e

. The order from Berlin %% Franz's change of heart %% I

German only; Alsace and Lorraine books become “old friends"

The Last Lesson

M. Hamel and the villagers % Language = freedom J k%
N regret, procrastination, respect "key to their prison"; pigeons =
About the author Colour code used

Alphonse Daudet (1840-189%) was a French novelist and short-story  red = key term green = definition

writer. The story is set in 181, just after the Franco-Prussian War  purple = sub-heading  black = explanation

(18F0-F1), Tn which France was defeated by Prussia under Bismarck.  purple Kalam = aline quoted Trom the fext
The French districts of Al | Lorrai irto Prussi
hands % Exam tip: CBSE asks this story in every form: extracts
. (Q9), 40-50-word answers (Q10) and 120-150-word answers ——
What is inside that pair it with "Lost Spring”, “The Rattrap”, “Deep Water” or
1. Concept notes: story in brief, themes, characters, key lines (p. "The Interview'. Learn the key Lines on p. 4 by heart.
2-4)

Theme in one line: the pain a people feel when conquerors take away

< NCEKT exercises, Tul SQey \PRggs their Lanquage, and the truth that we value something only when we

3. CRSE PYQs 2024-2026 :E“”y solved (p.-3-11) .
L 7 are abouft fo lose iT.

4. Quick-reference sheet and 3 extract-based sets; practice A-G,

20 MCQs, 6 A-R, answers, summary (p. 12-16)

- Background in 30 seconds S

— 1 1270 1271 1871 1918 —
) £\ 7\ 7\
- | \J \J \J/
| Franco-Prussian France defeated; “The Last Lesson": After World War |,
War begins Alsace, Lorraine fo Prussia German only in schools back to France

|, Prussia was a powerful German kingdom led by Bismarck; its capital Berlin issued the order. Daudet wrote the story in 1833 to show

- how a conquered people felt when their lanquage was taken away. ——
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I.) The story in brief %% g

1y ] )

. . it

® Franz, a young French boy in a vilage ot Alsace, starts e M. Hamel announces gravely: "Mg children, this Is

and he does not know the first word about them. SCI’)OOIS of Aisace ay)a’ Lorraine. Tbe new

e The warm, bright day, the chirping birds and the master comes tomorrow."
Prussian soldiers drilling behind the sawmill fempt him ¢ For Franz the words are “a thunderclap”. He regrets
To bunk school, but he “had the strength fo resist". seeking birds eqgs and sliding on the Saar; his heavy

— | * Acrowdstandsat the buttetin=board of the-town trt, books now feel like “old friends", and he forgefs M.

the-source-of "all-our-bad-ne - .
battles, the draft, orders of the commanding officer. o
The’ blacksmith Wachter calls out, "Don’t go so fast, bub; go to school more, and have come to thank the master
youll get fo your school in plenty of time!" Franz thinks for forty years of faithful service and fo honour “the
he is being mocked. country that was theirs no more".

B. A strange, silent school D. The lesson

e Usually there is "a great bustle™ desks banging, lessons o cqlled to recite, Franz gets mixed up on the first words.
repeated in unison, the feacher s ruler rapping. Franz M. Hamel does not scold: everyone in Alsace kept saying

had-courted o this mofse to stip T unseen, but—today I'll Tearn it tomorrow™ parents sent children to

i) Al I “farms and mills; he himself sent pupils To water his
one, red with shame, b . .

to your place quickly, "We've all a great deal to reproach ourselves

Hamel only says kindly, "6

little Franz. We were beginning without you." with."
* M. Hamel wears his green coat, frilled shirt and * He calls French “the most beautiful language in the
embroidered black silk cap, kept Tor inspection and world, the clearest, the most logical”, and says a people
— | prizeduys Omtheuswotiy empty buck benches st o hold Tast To Their language have "The key fo their
vi . el . ot
and a primer "thumbed at the edges”, the former .
mayor, the former postmaster and others, all Looking new copies. "France, Alsace”. that hang Like Little flags

sad. Pigeons coo on the roof: "Will they make them

sing in German, even the pigeons?" Old Hauser

spells with the babies, his voice trembling.

E. The end

o At twelve the church clock strikes, the Angelus rings

and the Prussian frumpets sound. M. Hamel, very pale,

Tries Yo speak but chokes, writes “Vive La France!” on

the boardand dismisses the ctass withragesture:

Setting and background. Time: 1811, after France's defeat in the Franco-Prussian War. Place: a village school in Alsace (France), now

' under Prussia (then Germany, Poland and parts of Austria). Narrator: Franz, a schoolboy, in the first person. Order: from Berlin, the
! Prussian capital. ____

Free sample € Class 12 English Core (NCERT 2026-27) € notesbazar.in 2




FREE SAMPLE | Buy the complete pack at notesbazar.in | page 3 of 16

Crigiiorr CuUrc w0 rie cuse ceosurn —uricc pL orivecswricriies, criarucecs >

1.2 Themes, title and characters % g

I— 2 ) .
—TFhewmes Characters

1. Language and identiTy. A lanquage Is a peopLe's identity Franz (narrator)

. 3 , ’ ‘ ! 5_ A carefree, playful schoolboy who prefers birds eqgs
——enslaving them; holding on fa 1t keeps freedom alive and sliding on the Saar to participles, and dreads M.

(the key to their prison’). Hamel's ruler. Yet he is honest (admits his faults),

2. Linguistic oppression. The order from Berlin imposes sensitive and quick to change: the news makes him

German. The story shows the pain of a people forced fo regret his idleness, see his books as old friends and

————|earning Hlltomorrow: Franzthe parentstheelders;
even M. Hamel. They realise its value only when it is M. Hawmel (the teacher)

give up their mother tongue (the theme NCERT names). Listen with full attention. His innocent remark about the

3. Procrastination and Tegret: Everyone in fitsace put off pigeons shows a child's sharp sense of injustice.

lost. Strict and “cranky” with his iron ruler, but devoted:
4. Patriotism. The elders’ presence, M. Hamel's Sunday forty years in the same school. On the last day he is
clothes, the copies “France, Alsace” and "Vive La gentle, dignified and patient, blames himself as well as

France! express Love for a country That was Theirs no others, and tries to give his pupils everything he knows

fhore— “at one stroke". A frue patriot, he loves French and
5 Teacher and pupil. A strict "cranky” teacher is seen ends with "Vive La France!", heartbroken but brave.

with new love; a careless pupil becomes attentive.

Attitudes fo learning and feaching change in a day. Old Hauser and the Vi"agers

The former mayor, the former postmaster and other

Significance of the title

elders fill the back benches, sorry that they did not go

The title is apt. The story describes M. Hamel's last French to school. more. Their presence is a silent fribute fo the

lesson in Alsace before German is imposed. It is also the feacher and to their Lost coun’fry. Hauser's ’rrembLing

“last lesson” in a deeper sense: it teaches Franz and the voice as he spells with the babies is the s+ory's most

vnll,agers The value ot Their Language, their Teacher and movin g image.
_| Wachter (the blacksmith)
— always give the cause (the order from Berlin) and two pieces of | — Reading the bulletin, he calls after Franz that he will

|| evidence (Franz's regret, the elders on the back benches). | reach school “in plenty of time": he already knows there
will be no lesson worth hurrying for.

|| % Exam tip: For "Why did the people suddenly value French?"
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1.3 Key lines explained, words and expressions %% ’W”
— N ) 1] Py
—tines the board-loves
“Don't go <0 7ast, buby; qou'tget to gour schoot i plenty —these expre.ssiun.s")
E ! . ’H] [ I E “ l ” I. oL
expression meaning in the story
French lesson; there is no point in hurrying. Franz mistakes it for
mockery (dramatic irony). in great dread of very afraid of (a scolding)
What a thunderclap these words were to me!l The newsis | counted on relied on (the noise, to slip in unseen)
deer-Shocking-and-unexpectedtire-Thunder-on-a-crear-day- thumbed at the edges | worn and dirty at the edges from much ———
"My books ... were old friends now that | couldn't give use
up." Shows Franz's change of heart: what he found a nuisance in unison all together, at the same time
becomes precious when it is about fo be Lost. a great bustle alot of noisy activity
“AN, That's the great trouble With Alsace; she puts off
o ., ' reproach ourselves blame ourselves for
eariniing oM OYYo ne-hab wH-h
procrastination for the loss.
"When a people are enslaved, as long as they hold fast to SyW)bO'S and devices
their language it is as if they had the key to their e The bulletin-board: a symbol of foreign rule, the source of “all

'

. 1 . . . . u
—————prison: tunguage keeps upeopte s identityand unity ativer-througr our bad news .

it they can one day win back freedom.

"Will they make them sing in German, even the pigeons?" occasion.

A child's innocent irony: the conquerors can impose a language on @  Copies “France, Alsace”, “like Little flags": the classroom

people but not on nature; forcing it is as absurd as making birds coo becomes a ptace of patriotism.

in German e Prussian frumpets of the end: the conquerors power
"I never saw him look so tall." Not physical height: his dignity, interrupting the last French words.

courage and patriotism made him seem great at that moment. ® Irony: Franz hoped for noise to hide; the silence exposes him. He

wanted to escape the {esson; how he wishes It woutd hever end:

"Vive La France!" "Long live France!": his last, unspoken farewell

regret and grief directly.

( )
X Don't do this: Do not write that the order came from
"Germany's king" or “the Prussian soldiers": it came “from

L Berlin". And Alsace was French, now taken by Prussia. )
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NCERT exercises, fully solved

. .

)
oras

JFth:l'_uas Eran=2 exnected o be nrenared with for school that dav? _ i _ _
g s g 1. Find out the origins of: tycoon, tulip, logo, bandicoot, barbecue,

Ans. Franz was expected to know the rule for participles; M. veranda_robot_zero ski trek

Hamel had said he would question the class on them, and Franz Ans. tycoon: Japanese (taikun, "great Lor 4. tulip:

[ | ot Knowrine st Word about them. Turkish/Persian (filbent, "turban") - logo: Greek (logos, "word")

Think as you read (’sectmn 2) ~bandicoot: Telugu (pandikokku, ‘pig-rat J - barbecue: Spanish,

—from Taino(barbacoa) - veranda: Hindi/Portuguese (varanda)

robot: Czech (robota, "forced labour") - zero: Arabic (sifr), via
Italian - ski: Norwegian - frek: Afrikaans/Dutch (trekken, “to

1. What changes did the order from Berlin cause in school that day?
———Awmsttmade it the tast Frenchtesson. The schoot was sitent———

pul;TTavet /.

unusual patience, as if to give the pupils all he knew at one

| stroke. Village elders came to attend the lesson. Pupils, even Noti Cilly form
. . . . 41 = . f
—thetittteones worked with-futt-attentiomand-Franz-understood— 574 oo ttences with The past perfect and say why this

the grammar easily. Everyone felt sad and reqretful. £

ic A
llnderstamdmg the text Ans (1) "M. Hamel had said that he would question us on

participles.” (2) "I had counted on the commotion to get tomy

-—The-peaple-in-this-story-suddenly-realise-how-precious-thei desk..” (3)° Hauserhadbroughi’an old primer, thumbed af the

language is to them. What shows you this? Why does this happen? AT : ' he-had-pit

Ans. What shows it: Franz regrets wasting time and sees his on his fine Sunday clothes.” (5) "..the hopvine that he had

books as old Triends; The village elders come Yo the last lesson pl.ani’ed himself twined about the windows.” (Also: +hey had not
|| ond sitat the back, sad and attentive; old Hauser reads from his
gone 0 schoot more ; he had Been there in the same ptace 2

worn primer with a trembling voice; everyone writes the copies T t perfect st | bef

"France, Alsace” in silence; M. Hamel wears his best clothes and action in the story (the "earlier pas’r").

———— s Frencirthe mostbeanttfot ctearestamd mostoget———————————

language. wn‘ting

Why- the order from Berlin bans French in the schools of Alsace 1, Write a notice for your school bulletin board (an event, a

|| andLorraine. People always thought there was plenty of fime fo requirement or a rule).

bearn-H:-onky-when-H-is-taken-auay-do-Hhey-Featise-vhat-H Ans.

means. We value a thing most when we fear losing it.

ST PAUL'S SCHOOL, JAIPUR

Talking about the text L NoTICE

1 "When a peaple are enslaved, as long as they hold fast to their | QAugus’r 2026 I

language it is as if they had the key to their prison.” Can you think HINDI DIWAS: ESSAY AND POETRY COMPETITION
of examples in history where a conquered people had their language | On Hindi Diwas, 14 September, an inter-house essay and
— | tukenaway or hoda tanguage imposed ontem? — poetry-recitation competition will be held in the —
| Aws. Points: (1 i ia: English became the lan of | auditorium at 10 a.m. for Classes VI-XII. Topicswillbe
government and higher education under the British, pushing given on the spot. Give your names to your class
Indian Lanquages aside (Macaulay's Minute, 1835). (2) Native ~ teacher by 5 September. -

I P | Ausstrabian Aboriaineschitdren i board: . Ananya

schools were punished for speaking their own lanquages (see _ Secretary, Literary Club

Zitkala-Sa in "Memories of Childhood"). (3) Bangladesh: the
+-did-Franz-netice-that-was-unusuat-about-the-school-that-day?———

imposiﬁon of Urdu on Bengqti speqkers led fo the Language
Ans. (1) There was none of the usual bustle; everything was as

quiet as Sunday morning. (2) M. Hamel did not scold him for

Day (21 February) Holdmg on o their Language heLped these

peoples keep their identity and resist. being late and spoke kindly. (3) M. Hamel wore his special green

inspection and prize days. (4) Village elders, including old

Hauser, the former mayor and the former postmaster, sat on

fhe usuatly empty back benches, tooking sad. The whote schoot
seemed sfrange and solemn
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2. How did Franz's feelings about M. Hamel and school change? 3. Is it possible fo carry pride in one's lanquage too far? Do RAgu

AWs. Earlier Franz Tound school dull, his books a nuisance and __ what  LINGUISTIC Chauvinism  means?

- announcement his books became “old friends" he could not give into contempt for other lanquages or forcing one's language on
up; he forgot the ruler and crankiness, felt sorry for M. Hamel, others, it becomes linguistic chauvinism: an aggressive,
WWWHWMWWWHMWW
|| before _conflict and divides people: respect for all lanquages is the right
2. Franz thinks, "Will they make them sing in German, even the balance.
pigeons?" What could this mean? (There could be more than one 3. Have you ever changed your opinion about someone or something
answer.) you had liked or disliked? Narrate what led you to change your mind.
| g ( 1) I ! E . ' : ! E . . .
lanquage on people but not on birds; lanquage, Like the pigeons’ qave us long homework, checked every step and never accepted
cooing, is natural. (2) It shows how deep the oppression feels: excuses; | thought he enjoyed troubling us. Before the half-
The conquerors seem To want fo confrol everything, even yearly examination T fell il and missed Two weeks of school. To
that French, natural to Alsace, is being silenced. the chapters | had missed, refusing any thanks. When | scored
2. What happens to a linguistic minority in a state? How can they my best marks ever, he only smiled and said, “Your hard work did

keep their lanquage alive (e.g. Punjabis in Bangalore, Tamilians in - reatisedhis strictness came-fromreare mot-cruetty-tike

Mumbai. Kannadi gas-in Debhi-GuiaratisinKotkata)2 Franz with M. Hamel, | learnt o see my teacher with new eyes.

Ans. A linquistic minority slowly adopts the lanquage of the

majority for school, work and daily life, and the younger

generation may lose the mother Tongue. They can keep it alive

forming cultural associations, celebrating festivals, running

language classes and Libraries, reading newspapers and books in

———— [t TSy constrtuttomat Tights tArtces 24 30T ———————————————————

__their own schools

2. Tick the option that best explains the meaning.

Ans. (a) "What a thunderclap these words were o me!” (ii)

T s’rarﬂlng and unexpecfed ®)". key to their prlson "(i) do not

|| time” Gii) earLy enough (d) | never saw him Look so tall" (b)

seemed very confident (grea+ in his d|gn|1'y).

2. Write a paragraph of about 100 words argquing for or against

— | studyingthree tanguages at-schoot:
| | Aws, For. Studying three lanquages at school is a gift. not a

burden. In a country as diverse as India, the mother tongque

keeps us rooted in our culture, Hindi helps us connect across

world. Children learn languages easily, and each new language

sharpens memory and thinking. It also feaches respect for

other peopLe and cultures. As "The Last Lesson™ shows, a

not poorer. With good Jreuchlr\g and a sensible sylLabus Jrh\ree

lanquages can be learnt without strain.

3. What had been put up on the bulletin-board?

——————|#ws—Theorder-from Bertim - onty Germanm otz be-tought————————————————————————————————

|| in the schools of Alsace and Lorraine: from the next day a new

German master would come. That was why a crowd stood in front

| of the board.
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CBSE board gquestions 2024-2026, fully solved g

Every question on this chapter from the 16 papers (2024 301/1-5, 2025 301/1, 2, 4-%, 2026 301/4-5), quoted with complete model answers. Questions that join two

fexts appear in both chapters.

A.

Extract-based guestions (4 and 6

CBSE 2024 - 301/4/I Read the extract and answer the

marks)

questions.

| CBSE 2024 - 301/3/1 _Read the extract and answer the

| heard M. Hamel say to me, "I won't scold you, Little

questions.

Franz; you must feel bad enough. See how it is! Every

For a moment | thought of running away and spending
the day out of doors. It was so warm, so bright! The
birds were chirping at the edge of the woods; and in the
open field back of the sawmill the Prussian soldiers were
drilling. It was all. much more tempting than the rule for
participles, but | had the strength fo resist, and hurried
off to school. (7%e Last Lesson)

dqy we have said to ourselves, ‘Bah! I've pl.en’ry of time. —

I'L Learn it fomorrow.  And now you see where we Ve come
out. Ah, that's the greq+ trouble with Alsace; she pu+s off
learning till tomorrow. Now those fellows out there will

—1 have the righ1' to say to you, "How is it; you pre1'end tobe ——

Frenchmen, and yet you can neither speak nor write
your own Language?' But you are not the worst, poor
little Franz. We've all a great deal to reproach ourselves
with." (7he Last Lesson) ——

(i) List two sensory details in the extfract.

(i) Whyis the narrator fempted to spend the day out of

s ¢ 1o (A KindHEE (B bapminess.(C) o)

(iii) I burried off to school resisﬁng

(i) The tone of 1. Hamel i “ARd fiow you See where We Ve

enthusiasm

(iv) Why does the narrator want to bunk school? (A) he

(ii) Which sentence uses "reproach” in the same sense? (A)

dislikes the teachers (B) he dislikes his classmates (C) he

The player received a reprimand for breach of rules. (B)

isnt prepared for the test on participles (D) he forgot his

The students approached the management with a demand.

homework

(A) sincerity (B) defermination (C) bravery (D) kindness

(C) The cterk received a tetter of appreciation. (D) She

(iii) True or False: M. Hamel endorses the belief that there

(vi) Which headline best suggests the central idea? (A) The

is plenty of fime to learn their lanquage.

Drilling of Prussian Soldiers (B) The Rule of Participles (C)

(iv) "You must feel bad enough.” Through these words M.

Strength to Resist (D) Out of Doors
| Ans. (i) The chirping of birds and The warm, bright day

1é]

Hamel urges people ______ .

(V) 1dentify the tine that reinforces the theme of

|1 (ii) The day is warm and bright, and he has not learnt

|| his participles.

{1 Ll 1A I A
(aLSO TN SoLarers ariuimgy.

natrioticm
PeOTSHS

(vi) "She puts off learning till tomorrow.” "Puts off*

suggests ) 6]

(i) the temptation to spend the day outdoors.

Ans. (i) (C) regret.

(iv) (©).

(ii) (A): to reproach is fo blame or reprimand.

(V) (B) determination.

(iii) False: he crificises exqc’rLy That habit.

(1o:-4o reatisethetr-mistoke-and-vatue-thetrt _

() "How is i tend o be Frenc] el

can neither speak nor write your own lanquage?”

(vi) putting things off (procrastination).
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CBSE 2025 - 301/2/] Read the extract and answer the B. Short answer questions (¢ marks, 0=

questions. SO0 words)

My last French lesson! Why, | hardly knew how to write! |
should never learn any more! | must stop there, then!
— Oh, how sorry | was for not learning my lessons, for
seeking birds eqgs, or going sliding on the Saar! My

_CBSE 2024 - 301/1/I _"We miss a thing when we fear losing

it." With fwo examples from "The Last Lesson”, show how

people suddenly realised how precious their language was.
(40-50 words) t2]

books, that had seemed such a nuisance a while ago, so

| heavy to carry, my grammar, and my history of the —[#Answhentheorder come thator ty-Germanwoutd-be
———1 saints, were old friends now that | couldnt give up. And ~ ——taught-Franaregrettedwasting timeandfelihis———

|| M. Hamel, too; the idea that he was going away, that | __| grammar books were now old friends he could not leave.
- should never see him again, made me forget all about his | The village elders, old Hauser, the former mayor and
ruler and how cranky he was. Poor man! It was in honour postmaster, came to the Last Lesson, sat quietly at the

— of this last lesson that he had put on his fine Sunday
clothes, and now | understood why the old men of the

~ | back, and Hauser s voice frembled as he read.

village were sitting there in the back of the room. It was EESEEEEREEl) \What was the “thunderclop” Franz

| because fhey were sorry, too, that 1'hey had not gone to received as M- famet bega Tthe tesson? (The tast tesson)

| school more. It was their way of thanking our master (40-50-werds) £l
|| for his forty years of faithful service and of showing __| Awns. M. Hamel announced that this was theirlast
|| their respect for the country that was theirs nomore. | French lesson: an order had come from Berlin that only
(The Last Lesson) German would be faught in the schools of Alsace and
(i) The tone in "I hardly knew how to write ... how sorry | was Lorraine, and a new master would come the next day.
for not Learning my lessons” is: (A) confused (B) regretful I'his shocking news struck Franz like a thunderclap.

(C)surprised (D) happy CBSE 2024 - 301/s/)~ What can be Tnferred Trom “Will they

R [2]

from learning (D) fun time with friends Ans. Hearing the pigeons cooing on the roof, Franz
(i) What does the shift from "nuisance” to "old friends" innocently wonders whether the Prussians will force
reflect? even the birds to sing in German. The line is a sarcastic
(V) The otd men were sorry Tor (not fottowing the comment on the fyranny of The conquerors: They can

(v) What is inferred from "4 I bei _ . _

u? ! U
more CBSE 2025 - 301/ —I—ve—pLeni’-yLef—ﬁme.—l-LL—Lecrn it
[é]

n ' 7 ' "
(vi) What does M. Hamel s ruler reflect about him? fomorrow. And now you see where we ve come out.” What

Ans. (i) (8) regreHuI.. does M. Hamel mean to convey? (The Last Lesson) (40-50

G words) 12]
I AR | ised-H ‘ £ his-boot Hhi

Awns. M. Hamel regrets that the people of Alsace,
__anguage now that he is gbout to lose them

himselt included, quays puT oft Learnlng French, qulng

|| (iv) not learning their lanquage. ", e dNow-+hat-the-Prussians-have 4
(v) Alsace has been conquered by Prussia; they have is +00 Late. He bl their habit of tingti '

SRUIAICE T expresses his grief and helplessness at the lost chance

(vi) He was a strict d|SC|pl.|nar|un. to learn their own Language.
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CBSE 2025 - 301/2/I How did Franz plan to turn the CBSE 2026 - 301/S/I "We've all a great deal to reprécﬁé%

commotion in the classroom to his favour? (The Last ourselves with.” What does this reveal about M. Hamel's
es50n -50 words emotionat Turmoit after The ban on French? (The Las

ry XY 00 . A Q o < U-wWUT U
| bustle of desks opening and closing and lessons _Ans. M Homel is filled with regret and self-blame He

|| repeated aloud. Franz, who was late, planned to slip into holds everyone responsible: parents who sent children
his seat unnoticed in the noise. But that day everything to work instead of school, children who put off learning,

| wasas quiet as Sunday morning, so he had o walk in and himself, who gave holidays when he wanted to go

| before everyone. fishing. All ot Alsace had Taken French Tor granted, and

— —how-the-chancew :
CBSE 2025 - 301/4/1 Why does M. Hamel call anguage a astost
- - A
unrdq) 2] en

) _ 93
15U woras)/
Ans. M. Hamel says that when a people are enslaved, as

B Long as they hold fast fo thelr Lanquage "tis gs if they CBSE 2024 - 301/2/] Franzin The Last Lesson realises

———————— (BSE 2026 - 301/1/) —Wil-they-rrake-them-sing-n-German—

had the key fo their prison”. Lanquage is part of a ! ' II going ) .

people s identity; it unites them, keeps their culture J 7 M Mt LA Nt R
1 | the different perspectives of the two boys on learning and
€ gives them the streng (3 3 ‘
. education. (120-150 words) Y]
Awns. Franz and Saheb are both young boys, but they

. , stand at opposite ends of the road to education.
even the pigeons?” What does Franz s remark suggest about

. o . Franz has a school, a devoted Teacher and books, yet
the imposition of German in Alsace? (The Last Lesson) (40-

50 words) [2] ) . .
_his participles and would rather chase birdsor watch

Ans. Franz's innocent question shows how absur ger’Q Prussian soldiers drill.. Only when Prussian orders

oppressive the arder |s. A language Is as naTurdigp e announce the last French lesson does he realise what he

7—WWWWW is losing; his books suddenly feel like old friends and he
| stopusingtheir mather tonque isasunnaturalas Feqrets every wasted day:

|| makinq birds sing in German. The remark expresses his Sahel ; S | bookabal

frustration at linguistic tyranny. "There i hool i il hood. When #
CBSE 2026 - 301/3/] "| Won‘Jf scold you, Little Franz; you build one, | will 90[" he says, and when the author
mus+ feel, qu enough." Wh0+ mus* Franz have been feel,ing Jok|n9Ly oﬂ:ers 1'0 qurf one, he eagerLy qsks |'f |+ is
bad about? (The Last Lesson) (40-50 words) el ready. Poverty forces him to work in a tea stall, where

— 1 AnsFranzcoutd ot say the rute-for-purticiptes when e toses even his Treedom.

|| wasted time, neglected his lessons and kept putting off away: Saheb knows it all along but can never reach it

learning French, his own lanquage. Now that it was the

last Lesson, he realised he would never get the chance to

| Tearn it properly.
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CBSE 2025 - 301/s/] How do "The Last Lesson” by CBSE 2025 - 301/6/I M. Hamel in "The Last Lesson éé’”z “w

Alphonse Daudet and “Lost Spring” by Anees Jung illustrate  Edlain "The Rattrap” are the quiding lights of self-

the |mpqc| of SOCIO—POtIllCGt factors on education? ( 120- reatisation for Franz and the peddter. Comment. ( 120-150

150 Lerde) JAST]PPSN ) [S1

U WOTGS7 wOTUS7

|| on forces far beyond the classroom. another person and lead him to realise his mistakes.
In "The Last Lesson”, politics destroys learning. After Franz was a careless boy who dreaded M. Hamel's ruler
the Prussian victory, an order from Berlin bans French and often skipped lessons. On the last day, M. Hamel

[ Tn The schools of Alsace and Lorraine. Overnight, Franz does not scold him; he gently says That all ot Alsace,

- ) _ondHH himsebf-inchuded—keptpirt b e

- conqueror s decision fakes away not only a subject but a one's lanquage. His dignity and qrief transform Franz:

peopLe's identity and culture. his books become old friends, he regrets every wasted
| In"Lost Spring’, poverty and social systems deny day and he understands the value of his lanquage and his
| education. Saheb, a ragpicker in Seemapuri, says there Teacher.

— s no-schootin m”ncighbm rhood—Hukesh-and-ott H i thiefwl b H td

|| dangerous work in furnaces instead of classrooms. treats him with kindness and respect, lets him stay for

Moneylenders, middlemen, police and politicians keep Christmas and sends him off in the cap’rain's suit. Her
| the families in debt, while tradition makes bangle- frust makes him return the stolen money with a rattrap
B making their Tate. The state s neglect leaves Them and a lefter signed "(,qualn von Stahle™

|| children robbed of the learning that is their right. CBSE 2025 - 301/7/) _Analyse how freedom is curbed for

Franz in "The Last Lesson” and for Saheb in "Lost Spring".

(120-150 words) &Y

Awns. Franz and Saheb lose their freedom to very

different masters: a foreign conqueror and poverty.

= tives-im-Atsace—whichhas ol

French in the schools of Alsace and Lorraine. His

beloved teacher must leave, and from the next day he

must learn German. He loses the freedom to learn his

own language, which M. Hamel calls the key to a people s

—prisom; his schoot and vittage witt mever-be the same
Saheb i . inS i o "nartner |

survival” from childhood. When he takes a job at a fea

stall for 800 rupees and meals, he seems better off, but

he has lost his carefree look. The steel canister he now

carries is heavier than the pLasﬂc bag he once carried,

| oy VI H

l e tea shoo.” e Is.noloncer b

master.

One loses his language, the other his independence;

both are robbed of a free childhood.

Free sample € Class 12 English Core (NCERT 2026-27) € notesbazar.in 10




FREE SAMPLE | Buy the complete pack at notesbazar.in | page 11 of 16

Crigiorr CUrc Crr 1 Tric cuse ceoour CoCC IO eve | eveu, tuiy Suiveu (Vs

L | ooy
CBSE 2026 - 301/2/I "The Last Lesson" and "The CBSE 2026 - 301/4/1  The casual attitude of the peo X
Interview” highlight the importance of language in one’s Alsace led to the Loss of their mother tonque, while
|| texts show. words) [s]
In "The Last Lesson”, the Prussian order banning French Ans. The fwo fexts contrast neglect with
| in Alsace makes everyone realise what their lanquage determination.
[ means. M. Hamel calls French ™ the most beaufitul In"The LasT Lesson’, The people ot Alsace Took French

| enclaved people hold fast +o their | " is g5 if ticinles: t chil | K in feld

|| they had the key to their prison”. Lanquage here is mills to earn more; even M. Hamel qave holidays when

cultural and national identity and a means of resisting he wanted to qo fishing. Everyone said, "I've plenty of
] oppression. time; I'lL Learn it fomorrow.” When the Prussians banned
| Tn TheTnferview, lanquage is The inferview s tool. French, it was Too late. Unly Then did the villagers

| ord bt brthand e . isethe vl ther—futt-of b forthetast
| | art butthey canalso intrude on livesordistarta | lesson

|| celebrity's image, which is why writers Like Kipling and In "Deep Water", Douglas understood that his fear of
Naipaul despise it. Eco shows the other side: his warm, water was ruining his life: his fishing, canoeing and

| conversational language makes difficult ideas clear, and swimming. Instead of putting it off, he acted. He hired

| his Writings preserve his Thoughts Tor others. an instructor, practised five days a week Tor months,

| | longuagedeeplyaffectsourlives | until the ferror was gone

Alsace lost its lanquage through procrastination;

Douglas won his freedom through fimely, persistent

effort.
What the board asked (16 papers, 2024-
2026)
Type 2024 | 20285 | 2026 | Total
Extract-based questions 2 1 0 3
Short answer questions 3 3 3 q
Long answer quesﬁons 1 3 2 6
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Quick-reference sheet

— point remember
L author, Alphonse Daudet (1840-189%), French; short story,
|| genre first person (Franz)

setting 181, after the Franco-Prussian War; a village

school in Alsace

the order from Berlin: only German in the schools of Alsace

— and Lorraine; new master fomorrow

|| Franz's late; did not know participles; dreaded M. Hamel's
fear iron ruler
unusual silence; kind feacher; green coat, frilled shirt, silk
| signs cap; elders on back benches
| elders old Hauser (primer, three-cornered hat), former

|| mayor, former pos1‘mas1'er

came 40 years; respect for lost country
B who is o everyone: Franz, parents (farms, mills), M. Hamel
1 blame (flowers, fishing holidays)
— key idea language = "key o their prison”
— copies “France, Alsace’, like little flags
| ending clock strikes 12, Angelus, Prussian trumpets; "Vive

La France!"; "School is dismissed"

why they sorry they had not gone to school more; thanks for ||

16)

_ Set1

__§ Poor man! It was in honour of this last lesson that he S

had put on his fine Sunday clothes, and now | understood

why the old men of the village were sitting there in the

back of the room. It was because they were sorry, too,

— that they had not gone fo school more. —_—
() H '1. l‘ nﬁ s l ‘ u? (..) H I F

call him "poor man"? (iii) The old men felt (proud / sorry). (iv) Give

one reason why they had come.

Set 2.

Then he opened a grammar and read us our lesson. | was

amazed 1o see how well | understood it. All he said
—1 seemed so easy, so easy! | think, too, that | had never e —
listened so carefully, and that he had never explained
everything with so much patience.

(i) Why was Franz amazed? (ii) Find a word that means "calm

endurance”. (iii) Why did M. Hamel explain with so much patience?
boredom (b) new attentiveness (c) fear (d) pride.

Set 3.

Al at once the church-clock struck twelve. Then the

Angel,us. At the same moment the +rumpe1's of the

Prussians, returning from drill, sounded under our

windows. M. Hamel stood up, very pql,e, in his chair. | —_—
never saw him look so tall.

(i) What does the sound of the Prussian trumpets signify? (ii) Why
was M. Hamel “very pale"? (iii) Explain "I never saw him look so fall".

(iv) What is the Angelus?
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Practice set: test yourself exam-style .

Try every question before looking at the answers on page 16. 56 or more out of 30 means you are ready for the board.

| A_Fill in the blanks (l wmark each) C.Very short answer (I mark each)

. .
M_Hamel had caid ho tiaul A

2. What Jrempi‘ed Franz to spend the day out of doors?

2. For two years all the bad news had come from the 3. What did Franz count on to reach his desk unseen?
______ at the town hall. 4. Name two village elders present in the class.

3. The blacksmith who called after Franz was _____ . 5. Which river did Franz go sliding on?

4. The order to feach only German came from ______ . 6. Why had the parents kept children away from school?

1. The new copies read "France

8. M. Hamel wrote " " on the blackboard at the

end.

B. True or false? (I mark each)

1. Franz bunked school that day to watch the soldiers.

2. M. Hamel scolded Franz for coming late.

3. The back benches were usually empty.

4. Franz recited the rule for participles without a mistake.

5. M. Hamel admitted that he too was to blame.

6. Eventhetittteones traced their fish-hooksattenttvety

M Harmel and his- sister-would i 4 AR

8. M. Hamel finished his speech with "Hy friends.." ina

clear voice.
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\ W/

D. Short answer T (Z marks each) G. HOTS (higher-order thinking) “

1. Why did Wachter fell. Franz not fo hurry? 1. Why do you think the elders, and not the children's

2. Why was the school unusually quiet that day? parents, came Yo the last lesson?

|4 Uavrdid M Hamel blame himself for +he Loss? Erench in Alsace? Give your view

5. Why were the elders sitting on the back benches? 3. "We value a thing only when we are about to lose it."

6. Describe old Hauser's reading of the primer. Give an example from your own life or from today's

1. How did M. Hamel spend the last moments in class? world that shows this.

8. What is the significance of the title “The Last Lesson"? * Exam tip: In 120-150-word ansuiers, apen with one line
Ansuer in 40-50 words. that answers the question directly, give three points with a
E. Long answer (S marks each) quoted phrase each, and end with a one-line conclusion. —

Examiners mark confent 3 + expression 2. I

1. Describe the changes in Franz's attitude towards M.

Hamel, his books and school in the course ot the day. Assertion—Reason (’6 )

| weretoblame for the noglor+ of French and how?

2"Weveattogreatdeattoreproach-oursetves with: - who
J P (a) Both true, R explains A. (b) Both true, R does not explain A. (c)

A true, R false. (d) A false, R frue.

3. Write a character sketch of M. Hamel.

a4 A= . .
L ATTTanZ Was 5urpr|5€d lU “ld ||l€ S'Cl UUt 5|t€||l. R ” Was “ [4 duy

4. Imagine you are Franz. Write a diary entry on the of the Last French lesson.
evening of the last lesson. 2. A: The village elders sat on the back benches. R: They wanted to
Answer in 120-150 words. learn German before the new master came.

F. Intertextual long answer (S marks 3 HAE Rt scokd Fromz- K-t fett everyonersharer the

blame for neqlecting French.

each) 4. A: Franz's books became old friends. R: He was about to lose the

1. Compare Franz (“The Last Lesson") and Saheb (“Lost chance to learn French.

Sprlng ) on NhQT edUCCITIOH means to them. S5—AMHamet-wrote "‘v'ivt: tatr unLcE" on Jl'hﬁ‘bOﬂT‘d‘R"HB‘WQ?“‘OOi
o 0 . choked with emotion to speak.
6. A: Alsace had been faken by Prussia. R: France had won the

i Y oerson ('nmnnrp =
3 r r Franco-Prussian War.

Vo ) L) . 2 £2) 2/7) /). C /) £ ()
< a7 U/ AN [=4

€Y. CaEAN 4 U/ h

Hy score (fil in after checking the answers)

Section A/8 B /8 Cc/8 D /16 E /20 F/10 G (bonus) Total /30
My marks

o L !
V\ngll WUTRA
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20 MCQs o

(a) he had lost his books (b) he had hurt a friend (c) M. (a) learn German (b) inspect the school (c) thank the

Hamel would question them on participles (d) the master and honour their lost country (d) take their
soldiers had stopped him children home
2. The Prussian soldiers were drilling: 12. M. Hamel blamed the parents because they:

(a) in the open field back of the sawmill (b) near the (a) sent children to work on farms and mills (b) moved

Urcr NOOL Qard d) DV e rive ad

lost battles, the draft and orders the town hall

|4 Wachter's words "¥Qu'u, get to your school in plenty of 14. According to M. Hamel, French is the most beautiful

time" mean Franz would reach school: language and also the:

(a) very late (b) early enough (c) too early (d) never (a) oldest and richest (b) easiest (c) clearest and most

5. Franz had counted on the usual commotion to: Logical. (d) most musical

(a) copy homework (b) get to his desk without being seedS. “The key to their prison” refers to:

(c) Talk To Triends (d) avoid the fest (a) money (b) their land (c) Thefr weapons (d) their
, [
6. M. Hamel's clothes that day were usually worn on: iy 1!

(@) Sundays onty (b) tis birthday (c) festivats (d) 16, The copies France, Atsace tooked tike:

soldiers (d) folded neatl

8. The order to teach only German came from: cry"?
(a) Paris (b) Alsace (c) Berlin (d) Lorraine (a) the beetles (b) the babies chanting (c) the pigeons
9. "What a thunderclap these words were to me!" shows the (d) old Hauser spelling with a trembling voice
news was: 19. "I never saw him look so tall" shows M. Hamel's:
(a) Loud and clear (b) expected (c) pleasant (d) startling  (a) height (b) dignity and courage (c) anger (d)
and unexpected weakness
10. Franz's books now seemed Like: 20. The story is set after the:
(a) enemies (b) old friends (c) heavy loads (d) prizes (a) First Wortd War (b) French Revotution (¢) Franco-

Priccian lar (d) Soramd Lial AL joy
T TUIITUIT VWUl U/ JOLUTITU vwWuT W vvur

1(c) - 2(Ca) 30 -4g) - SWb) 6 -7C) 3() 90 -10C%) 1) 12 () -130h)- 14

() 1S ) 16 (a) 17 (a) - 18 ()19 b) - 20 (c)
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Answers g

Extract sets. Set 1: (i) his beautiful qreen coat, frilled shirt and E. 1. before: dull school, heavy books, cranky teacher, birds eqgs and

embroidered black silk cap (ii) he must leave the school and country  sliding; after: books old friends, forgot the ruler, listened carefully,

he served for forty years (iii) sorry (iv) to thank the master for understood easily (p. 2-3) 2. Franz (put off learning), parents

|/ = d A

("puts off learning fill tomorrow") 3. strict yet devoted, forty years'

grammar seemed so easy; he understood everything (ii) patience service, dignified, patient, self-critical, patriotic (p. 3) 4. diary: date,

I1) he wanted To give Them al he kKnew betore going away Iv . SNOCK 0 € announcement, reqgreT, The elders, Hauser s voice, Vive

Set 3: (i) +hg_p_ou_er of +hg_go_n_quam[s_qn_djle_an_d_o_f_thg lesson and  La France!”, resolve to treasure French

Of French |n +he SChOOL (”) 9r|ef 01' Leqving; emoﬁon overcame h|m F- 1' Franz ques SchooL for grqn*i'ed und reql‘ises H's Vqtue when

(iii) his dignity. courage and patriotism made him seem great (iv)  French is banned; Saheb longs for school but poverty denies it; one

thechurchrbet rung-at-noon-for-prayer- tearns foo tate, the other never can 2. FI. Hamel s digniTy and seti-
A1 Irmr"l'ir'ipl(—*q 2 bulletin-board 3 Wachter 4 Berlin 5§ fnr‘l'\,l b hlnmg_cbangg_cu:dassﬂanunim]ﬁanma_plpﬂ- Edla's trust and
primer . Alsace 8. Vive La France! kindness reform the thieving peddler; patience and compassion, not
B. 1. F (he resisted) 2. F 3. T4.F5. T 6. T 1. F (they had o leave the ~ punishment, change people

next day) 8. F (he choked) G. 1 the elders Tettthe (oss most deeply, regretted their own

er and their f‘nllh+¥'\ll' Pnrpn'l'c

soldiers drilling 3. the usual noise and bustle 4. old Hauser, the were at work 2. own view: the conquerors imposed German, but

former mayor (former postmaster) 5. the Saar 6. to earn a little Alsace's own neglect made the Loss more painful; both share blame

more money from farms and mills . cooed very low 8. The church 3 eg.ayg uudpm ents tmlguuge, aforestcutdown, freedomrdurir ga

| clockstriking tuelve the Angelus, the Prussian frumpets Lockdown

D. 1. he had read the order; there would be no real lessons worth

hurrying for (p. 4) 2. it was the last French lesson; everyone was

solemn (p. 2) 3. most beautiful, clearest, most logical; quard i; key

| tothe prison(p. 2) U sent pupils fo uater his flowers; gave halidays

to go fishing 5. regret at not studying; thanks for 40 years; respect

for lost country (p. 3) 6. glasses on, primer in both hands, spelling

.Hr .Hr [ : 4 (i S €. 3 1L N
DUDIES, VOITE lYﬂHll)Ung witiremaoltion T. SU&&:U al CVUIYIIIIHS

to fix it in his mind; heard every lesson; at noon wrote "Vive La

France!” 8. p. 3

Last-night sumwmary

® Daudet; set in 1811 after the Franco-Prussian War; Alsace and Lorraine pass to Prussia; narrator Franz.

e Franz is late, unprepared on participles; the school is silent, M. Hamel kind and in his best clothes, elders on back benches.

—® "The order has come from Berlin to teach only German": a thunderclap; books become old friends; regret all round. ——
e Everyone put off learning (Franz, parents, elders, M. Hamel); French is "the key to their prison”.

® Copies "France, Alsace” like flags; "Will. they make them sing in German, even the pigeons?’; Hauser's trembling voice.
® Noon: clock, Angelus, Prussian trumpets; M. Hamel “so tall", writes “Vive La France!"; “School is dismissed".

— ® Themes: lanquage and identity, linguistic oppression, procrastination and regret, patriotism, teacher and pupil. ——
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