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Class 11 - Englich Elective (001) - Woven Words - Short Story 1 . . .

T Chapter ! oA
e tament

lona and his horse

About the author
Anton Chekhov (1860-190Y; the book prints 1810, a misprint) was born into a middle-class family in Russia and studied

medicine at Moscow University. His first story qppeqred in 1880; in the next seven years he wrote over six hundred

stories. Plays: The Seaqull, Uncle Vanya, The Three Sisters, The Cherry Orchard. His main theme is life's pathos

caused by the inability of human beings to respond to, or communicate with, one another.

The short story (NCERT introduction)

A short s*ory is a brief work of prose fiction with a pLo’r (comic, 1‘rogic, romantic or satiric). A "s1'ory of incident”

focuses on events (Sherlock Holmes); a "sfory of character” on the mind. The Lament focuses on form: nothing seems

to happen except an encounter and conversations, yet the story becomes a revelation of deep SOrrow.

What is inside

1. Story in brief, themes, characters, devices, key lines

2. NCERT exercises, fully solved

3. Exam-pattern questions (CBSE 001 Class 11 design), solved
4. Practice set A-G, 20 MCQs, 6 A-K, summary

Exam pattern for Woven Words (Class 1)

___ Q@ Type Marlks
|t | Reference to context: one prose extract (of two) + one poetry extract (of two) 5+5
— 8 | 20f 3 short answers, 30-40 words 2x2
—— 9 | 2 of 3 short answers, 50-60 words 3x2

Core idea for every answer: lona Potapov, an old cab-driver in snowy St Petersburg, has lost his son Kuzma lonitch
this week. He fries again and again to tell someone (an officer, three young men, a hall porter, a young cabman) but
— 1 nobody listens. At last, in the stable, he fells the whole story to his Little horse. Theme: loneliness and human
—— indifference; the horse is the only listener.

* Exam tip: Title: a "lament” is a passionate expression of grief. lona’s lament is never heard by humans; it is

finally poured out to an animal.
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Il The story in brief %%

). Twilight in the snow

At 1‘wiLigh’r thick wet snow twirls round the street Lamps and settles on roofs, horses and peopLe. The cab-driver lona

Pofapov sits on his box, "qui’re white” and bent double Like a phanfom; he does not move, as if a whole snowdrift would

not make him shake it off. His Little horse, also white and motionless, looks like a “gingerbread horse worth a kopek’,

plunged in thought: snatched from the plough into this "slough" of lights, noise and hurrying people. They have had no

fare since before dinner.

2. The officer

An officer calls for a cab to Viborg Way. As they drive, people shout at lona ("werewolf!”, “Keep to the righﬂ"); he sits

“as if he were on needles”. He tries fo speak: "My son, Barin, died this week.” The officer asks, “"What did he die of?"

“They say high Tever. He was three days in the hospitat and then died.. God's witl be done.” But the officer says, Go on..

b closes b s ok disnosed boLisken.

3. Three young men

After an hour or two by a tavern, three noisy young men (two tall and lanky, one short and humpbacked) hire him to

the Potice Br |d98 for two grlvemks (GH untair price, butfona does not CGTC). IIiey quarret, SWear, mock his cap and

all die... hurry up!”

Asked if he is married, lona says he now has only a wife and “the moist gqround... the qrave”: “death mistook the door...

instead of coming o me, it went fo my son.” Before he can tell more, they reach their destination and disqppeqr.

4. Alone again

His grief returns “with greater force”. He searches the crowds for one person who will listen; no one notices. His grief

is “immense, illimitable”: if his heart broke and the grief poured out, “it would flow over the whole earth’, yet it hides

“in such an insignificant shell” that no one sees it. He asks a hall porter the time and is told, "Move on.” He drives back

to the stables.

S. In the yard

By a large dirty stove, among snoring cabmen, he regrets returning early: “I have not even earned my fodder.” A

young cabman wakes for a drink; lona tells him his son is dead, but the young man falls qsLeep again. “Just as much as

the young one wants fo drink, the old man wants to falk.” He wants o fell it slowly: the illness, suffering, last words,

too much for him and he tells the Little horse the whole story.”

—— % Exam tip: Setting: St Petersburq (Viborg Way, Police Bridge), winter twilight to night; Russian words: Barin

—— (sir), kopek, griveniks, rouble.
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1.2 Themes, character and devices %%

Thewes

e Loneliness and alienation in a crowded city.

¢ Human indifference: everyone is busy with their own concerns; no one listens.

* Need to share grief: Tatking is Tona s onty retief; thinking atone is unbearable.

c ﬁmﬁUﬂ'fui'lIlT pIN J o1 Ll {1-c " 1l \
e Lomimur C UTICRTIUV S CEITITUL TTICITIE (LINTE S pumuw.

e Poverty and the lot of the working poor: no fares, not even fodder earned

— | Trait Evidence

Grief-stricken, lonely repeatedly tries fo fell of his son’s death

Humble, meek accepts insults, an unfair fare, blows; calls rude youths “qay young gentlemen”
| Patient, enduring sits motionless in snow for hours
[ Simple, pious “God's will be done”
| Poor and old “I am too old to drive”; no fodder earned
B Loving father remembers every detail; proud: “first-rate cabdriver”
N Kind to his horse talks to it as a friend

The passengers

— Device Example

| Present tense ‘It is twilight... lona jumps...": immediacy, timelessness

— narration

| Setting as mood snow, fwilight, lamps, hubbub: coldness, isolation

— | Simile “looks like a phantom”; “like a gingerbread horse”; “as if he were on needles’; “stretches out

— his neck like a swan”

— Hyperbole grief “would flow over the whole earth”

— Irony lona praises the youths who abuse him; the horse, not humans, listens
— Repetition “My son... died this week” (four attempts)

| Symbolism white snow = coldness, isolation, death, numbness

— | Circular structure begins and ends with lona and his horse

Associations of white (Language Work 3)

Ans. White snow covers lona and his horse, making them Look like phantoms: it suggests coldness (of the city and

its people), death (his son, a shroud), numbness and immobility (his frozen grief) and invisibility (no one notices

him).
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Key lines explained

lona’s bitterness at fate.

*It has managed to conceal itself in such an insignificant shell that no one can see it" huge grief hidden in a poor

old cabman.

“Just as much as the young one wants to drink, the old man wants to talk.” Talking is a basic need Like thirst.

LY ' L I n . . LL Lo ds
— tie teltsthetitite horsethe whote story —ironic, patheticending:

NCERT exercises, fully solved

| UnderstondingtheFert—

1. Comment on the indifference that meets lona's attempts to share his grief.

—Awms Everyone 15 absorbed i himsetf. The officer asks one question and then tetts him to hurry and shuts hiseyes.

indifference shows the coldness of city Life and deepens lona's loneliness, so that finally only his horse hears him.

2. What impression of lona do you get?

Ans. A poor, old, humble and patient cab-driver, deeply grieving for his son, simple and pious ("God's will. be

done”), meek even when insulted, eager to talk about his loss, and gentle and affectionate fowards his horse. He is a

ﬁgure of grerﬂ' pafhos.

3. How does the horse serve as a true friend and companion?

Ans. It shares his hardship: they stand together in the snow without fares. In the stable lona talks to it lovingly; it

munches, listens and breathes over its master s hand . IT never mferrupfs or dismisses him, so it becomes The

H b [N L L ol 4
U e Lurt IJUHI UUT TS WTTULE STUT y.

Talking about the Text (points)

Ans. 1. Yes: busy urban life, fechnology and self-absorption reduce empathy; people feel alienated in crowds. Yet

empa‘rhy can be culTivated: LlsTenlng, voLunTeermg. Z. brivers, vendors, guards, domesTic workers have PCTSOI'\CIL

. . . . q L
s UTUS CUITTITeurTiructr.

— | Appreciation

1. How does the opening seh‘ing serve as a preLude?

Ans. The Twmgh’r, thick wet snow, motionless white driver and horse, and the noisy, hurrymg a‘ry create a mood of

et o T : : b o iarieh o arored ut

2. Graphic detait of the passengers.

oaths. Such vivid details make them real and contrast their noisy self-concern with lona's silent grief.

3. The story revolves around a single event.

Ans. The death of lona’s son is the centre: every encounter is an attempt to speak of it; every rebuff deepens the

sorrow; the climax is Jrell.ing it to the horse. Al incidents are woven around this fact.

4. Begins and ends with lona and his horse: significance.

Ans. It frames the story: at first both stand silent and motionless; at the end they are fogether in the stable, and

the horse becomes the Listener. The circle shows that only his humble companion shares his life and grief.
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Language Work

al NUTTLE N0 NITTLE nore: du beqgin N SN-=ana are sounds Made Tnrouqn TNe NoSe

2. A sniqger: titter, giqqle, chuckle, chortle, quffaw - B wrigqle: sidle, scramble, straqqle, plod, sneak - C squeak:

squawk, shriek, croak - D jeer: boo - E sigh: pant, gasp.

3. White: see p. 3.

4. "As if he were on needles” = very uneasy, restless, anxious; similar: “on fenterhooks”, “on pins and needles”, “like

acatonmhotbricks™

Exam-pattern guestions (CBSE 00l, Class Il design), solved

®7 type - Prose extract lona looks around at The ofticer and moves his lips. He evidently wants To say something but

[

says. hnnrqpl\’l' 'H\Il son, Barin, died this week.” ‘Hm! What did he die of?"" [s x 1]

Ans. (i) Why could lona only snuffle at first? Grief and hesitation choked his words.

(ii) What does "Barin” mean? Sir / master (a respectful address).

(iii) Why did he “twist his mouth into a smile"? To hide his pain and appear polite to his fare.

(iv) How did the officer respond after the question? He told lona to hurry and closed his eyes, not disposed to listen.

(v) Word meaning ‘in a rough, husky voice: hoarsely

@3 type Why does lona call the rude young men “gay young gentlemen™? (30-40 words) tel

ANs. Heis so LoneLy That even Their abuse Is company; Their noise relieves his Lloneliness. Humble and meek, he

ITIN F T  I b bl
_GkSO'hOPES"H'Iey"Wlu. CSTEM TO NI aoouT NTS—SONT

w o n 21
| @3 type ~Whatdoes tonamean by death mistook the door =

oL s . .o . . . "
NOLe €0 A e nlagen 1n olamia QNnincan Ne D00 QLG aoman Wnom Nobog

think of his son alone; he longs only to tell the story slowly to a sympathetic listener.

____ @9 type _Why does lona prefer to talk rather than think about his son? (3]

Ans. Thinking alone and picturing his son is unbearably painful, while talking gives relief and the comfort of

sympathy. He wants fo describe every detail (illness, death, funeral, fetching the clothes, his daughter Anissia) so

that someone mi9h+ sigh and share his sorrow.

Long answer “The Lament is a story of human indifference.” Discuss. (120-150 words) [5]

Ans. Chekhov presents lona Potapov, an old cab-driver whose son has died, moving through crowded, snowy St

Petersburg. He Tries four fimes Yo share his griet. The officer asks what his son died of, Then orders him to hurry

noticing. Chekhov's irony is sharp: lona even calls his tormentors “qay younq gentlemen”, and the only creature

that “listens” is his little horse, to whom he finally tells the whole story. The snow, twilight and noisy city mirror

the coldness of human hearts. The story shows that in a busy, self-absorbed world, people fail to respond to each

other’s suffering: the pathos Chekhov saw at the heart of Life.
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A. Fill in the blanks (3)

1. The cab-driver’'s name is lona

2. His horse Looked like a

3. The officer wanted to q0 to

4. The young men wanted to qo to the

5. They offered him two

6. lona’'s son was named Kuzma

. His dqughi'er was in the vill.age.

‘.l.
8. lona ﬁnall.y told the whole s’rory Yo his
B. True or False (38)

. The story is sef in summer.

. lona’s son died of high fever.

. The officer listened to the whole s’rory.

.The humpback had to stand in the sLeigh.

. lona demanded a fair price from the young men.

. The hall por+er told lona to move on.

. lona liked to think about his son when alone.

. Chekhov studied medicine.

hoo—#oxcn.:-wl\)_\

. Very short answer (10)

. What time of day does the s’rory open?

. How long was the son in hospi‘l‘al,?

. What did people call lona as he drove?

. How did the humpback mock lona?

. What did the humpback say about death?

. What did lona ask the hall porfer?

. Where did lona qo affer leaving the street?

. What did the young cabman want?

o |00 |[+H |o~ [ | W Id W

. What had lona not earned?

=2
o

. Name one play by Chekhov.

. Short answer | (2 marks) (38)

4

1. Describe lona and his horse at the beginning

2. Why did lona accep’r two 9riveniks?

3. What did the young men talk about?

4. How did lona feel among the young men?

5. Why is the grief called "illimitable"?

6. What did lona want to tell in detail?

1. Why did he think talking fo women would help?
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8. What did lona say to his horse about a foal?

E_Short-answer-ll é; mm;k.-) 4)
0 >7 97

T Describe the cty cﬁmosphere A the story.

N

- Bring outthe frony of the ending.

L 4 ~—1 Ll 1l Lo}
. FOW does LNEKNOV USE The Snow?

w

.

a

~ 1 . 1 1 - 1. L
. LOIHPQYC e onicer and e IIUIHPDULK Us Lstiencers.

F.Long answer (S marks) (4)

1. Character sketch of lona Potapov.

2. Discuss the theme of Loneliness in the s+ory.

3. How does Chekhov create pa’rhos?

4. "The horse is more human than the humans.” Discuss.

6. HOTS (4)

1. How would you respond if a stranger told you of a loss?

2. Write lona’s diary entry for that night.

3. Is the cH’y to blame for indifference?

4. Compare lona with Margolin ("A Wedding in Brownsville”) in their loneliness.

20 MCQs

—The one who stood wos the

-0

1 The tament’ 15 writfen by

= [ [
e HUIHPUULK SUid

N
a
3|
[s|
aF
o

(A) joy (B) a wrong delivery (C) death took the younq

[l | | [H|
. TUTTU LUURS LIRE U

a

(A) king (R) rl_\hnn'l'nm ((') child (D) soldier instead of the old (D) a 9h051' S"'OYy

12. lona’s grief is described as

an

mAne 1o

(A) awoman (B) an officer (C) a Prieci’ (D) a student (A) immense, ilimitable (B) false (C) smal. (D)

forgoﬁen

o~

, .
lana'c can diad of
—ORGS550RGIe6o

13. The hall por+er told him to

(A) an accident (B) war (C) old age (D) high fever
(A) sit down (B) move on (C) have tea (D) go home

) )
3 The officer s resnonse was
e

n
SOPIHRT-wWaS

14. At the stables the air was

(A) to hurry lona and close his eyes (B) a gift (C) deep

sympathy (D) to weep (A) cold and fresh (B) scented (C) thick and

suffocatingly hot (D) quiet
8. The young men were going to the

(A) Viborg Way (B) stables (C) Police Bridge (D) UL R 2

hospi‘mL (A)7ood (B) money (T ) a story (D) a drink oT water

Free sample - Class |l English Elective (CBSE 001, 2026-27) - notesbazar.in 7



FREE SAMPLE | Buy the complete pack at notesbazar.in | page 8 of 9
VHBagay

16. lona’s daughter was named 19. Chekhov's main theme is
(A) Anissia (B) Nadejda (C) Vaska (D) Petrovna (A) adventure (B) failure of human communication (C)

1%. lona finds it unbearable o war (D) wealth

(A) think of his son alone (B) drive (C) talk (D) eat  20. “As if he were on needles” means

18. The story ends with lona (A) very comfortable (B) sewing (C) restless and

(A) crying in the street (B) sleeping (C) going to the ~ “"®Y (ICEET

village (d) felling the horse the whole story

ree) -2@)-3M0)-4aB)-5SB)-6M)-7)-800)-9)-10B)- -1 1213

/R) (7)) 1 /D) 1z FA) 172 FA) 1R /n)Y 19 R) 20 (7))
</ 1717 o (U7

>4 14 o (U7 T6—71/ 187 2V (C/

N Py Lo N
Assertion—Reason (6)

(A) Both A and R are true and R is the correct expLanqﬁon of A. (B) Both A and R are true but R is not the correct

explanation of A. (C) Ais true but R is false. (D) A is false but R is true.

1. A: lona tells his story to his horse. R: No human being was will.ing to Listen to him.

2. A: lona accepted an unfair fare. R: To him it was all the same so long as they were fares.

3. A: The ofticer listened sympathetically fo lona. R: The officer closed his eyes and was not disposed Yo listen.

6. A: Chekhov wrote more than six hundred stories in seven years. R: Chekhov studied medicine at Moscow University.

Answers: | (B) -2 (A) -3(D) -4 ()-S5 A) -6 (B)

“His grief, which has abated for a short while, returns and rends his heart with greater force. With an anxious and

hurried Look, he searches among the crowds passing on either side of the street to find whether there may be just one

person who witt tisten to him. "

A1 Poi‘apov 2 9in9erbread 3 Viborg 4 Police 5 griveniks 6 lonitch T Anissia 8 horse

B.1F (winter, snow) 2 T3F4UTSF6TTF8T

C. TTwilight. 2 Three days. 3 Werewolt (old doggie). U He said there was not a worse cap in all Petersburg; called him

thought. 2 He did not care about the price, only wanted fares. 3 Drinking cognac, quarrelling, one Nadejda Pefrovna. 4

His loneliness left him a little. 5 It is boundless; it could flood the whole earth. 6 His son’s illness, suﬁering, Llast words,

death, funeral, fe+ching clothes, his daugh’rer. T Two words would make them sob in sympcﬂ'hy. 8 If her foal died she

would be sad: he compares his loss to hers.

E. 1Snow, ’rwitighf, lamps, noise, hurrying crowds, rude peopl.e. 2 A man seeking human sympafhy finds it only inan
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then indifferent; humpback openLy rude and dismissive. 5 Lament = expression of grief; it is never heard by humans. 6

Gives immediacy; we watch with lona.

F (poini's). 1 See table p.-3.2 Crowds, rebuffs, stable, horse. 3 SeHing, repeﬁ’rion, irony, detail, ending. 4 Horse shares

hardship and listens.

G (hints). Personal answers.

Last-night summary

o Chekhov (1860-1904), Russian, doctor; 600+ stories: plays; theme: failure of communication.
¢ Opening: Jrwitigh’r, wet snow; lona and horse white, motionless; no fare.

o Officer (Viborg Way): "My son, Barin, died this week’; high fever; “Hurry up”.

— * Three young men (Police Bridge, two griveniks): abuse; humpback: “We must all die”; “death mistook the door”.

! o Alone: grief immense, illimitable; hall porter: “Move on.”

* Yard: young cabman sleeps; lona wants fo talk; Anissia; Kuzma lonitch.
e Horse: “he tells the Little horse the whole story.”

e Devices: present fense, similes, irony, snow symbolism, circular frame.

% Exam tip: Vocabulary: twilight, phantom, gingerbread, slough, hubbub, assent, equilibrium, snuffle, galoshes,
lanky, petulance, wrangling, abated, rends, illimitable, fodder.
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